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The first two centuries of bird study in Kansas essentially can be split into 50 
year intervals since Zebulon Pike’s 1810 publication, an account of his explora-
tions. The first 50 years were records of explorers crossing Kansas collecting bird 
specimens; many were Army doctors. The second half of the 19th Century was a 
continuation of explorers and those affiliated with museums obtaining bird spec-
imens and the establishment of colleges and universities with faculty members 
also collecting birds and making observations. The first half of the 20th Century 
was a period of college faculties primarily composed of vertebrate zoologists who 
had a few graduate students who studied birds. By 1960, active graduate programs 
were in place with many professors specializing in taxonomy, physiology, ecology, 
wildlife biology and behavior which continue to this day. Bird watchers and bird-
ers have also played an important role in the study of Kansas birds and continue 
to do so into the 21st Century.
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Introduction
Two hundred years ago a few men exploring Kansas started col-
lecting specimens of the birds they found in the state. These speci-
mens were the beginning of a list of bird species that has grown to 
be exceptional for a landlocked state. Barrow labeled it “The Cul-
ture of Collecting” (1998). That era began to wane when colleges 
and universities started springing up at the end of the Civil War. 
However, Sibley still considered the period 1853 through 1903 as a 
period almost completely devoted to systematics in North America 
(1955). The Kansas professors at that time worked on continuing 
additions to the state list, and they also started publishing county 
lists and notes on life history observations at the end of the 19th 
Century. Kansas ornithology in the 19th Century and the last half 
of the 20th Century is moderately well documented in the litera-
ture. Our recorded history of the first half of the 20th Century is 
spotty. I first called it the “dark ages of Kansas ornithology;” how-
ever, I then realized that these years were a major transition period 
that partially slipped into obscurity. Ornithology was not taken se-
riously by the professional zoologists during that time (Mayr 1975). 
Colleges had students working with birds, but very few professors 
were devoted to fulltime bird study. Many of the past professors 
considered themselves vertebrate or invertebrate zoologists. 
It was very common for graduate students under one profes-
sor to work with a variety of animal groups. An overlooked case at 
the University of Kansas (KU) during the first half of the 20th Cen-
tury involved C. D. Bunker and “Bunk’s boys.” Historical writings 
on the period gave most or all credit to the success of graduate stu-
dents of the 1930s working with birds to Bunker, a KU museum 
assistant curator (Hall 1951, Johnston 1995). When examining 
MA theses, it became obvious what was happening through the 
museum directorship of Henry H. Lane at KU. At least five stu-
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dents graduated with Master of Arts degrees working with birds 
during that time with Lane as their major professor primarily con-
tributing to the writing phase of their research. Similar events were 
happening at other colleges and universities in Kansas. This pat-
tern continued until just after World War II when graduate pro-
grams started to become a serious component of the academic 
environment in Kansas. All scientific disciplines underwent a 
rapid growth in the late fifties, most likely spurred on by “Sput-
nik,” which continues to this day. Large scale research programs, 
operated by professors and their graduate students, have been the 
norm for the past 50 years. Kansas faculty members working with 
birds have come from some extraordinary backgrounds studying 
under famous ornithologists around the country such as Farner, 
Grinnell, Kendeigh, Miller, Sutton and Van Tyne. 
Ornithology is somewhat unique in that it has a large number 
of non-academic participants primarily composed of birders and 
bird watchers. Herschel T. Gier, in his address to the Kansas Or-
nithological Society convention in 1951, concluded that with the 
foundation placed by the late 19th Century ornithologists and the 
publication of field guides such as those by Roger T. Peterson, that 
some of the amateurs had become some of our best ornithologists 
(1951). These dedicated people have helped produce and com-
plete some extraordinary bird projects in Kansas such as Audubon 
Christmas Bird Counts, atlases (neighboring states included), bird 
feeder counts, the completion of Breeding Bird Survey routes, and 
the publication of some of their own independent studies. Contri-
butions by this group have been responsible for the majority of the 
additions to the state bird list in modern times. 
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Procedures
A cutoff date of 31 December 2010 was used for this historical 
compilation. The section on the Academic History of the colleges 
and universities has been placed in order by earliest ornithological 
activity. An academic institution is usually mentioned in the text 
by its current name or an abbreviation. This history attempts to in-
clude those working with birds except for the fields of paleontol-
ogy, poultry science and pet birds. The Academic History section 
includes the professors, instructors, researchers and curators of the 
Kansas colleges and universities. Their paragraphs include some 
of their ornithological accomplishments, their research, publica-
tions and their students. The various sections have most individu-
als highlighted in bold except for a few long series of participants. 
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Abbreviations: 
AOU American Ornithologists’ Union
CBC Christmas Bird Count
ESU Emporia State University
FHSU Fort Hays State University
IBBA Inland Bird Banding Association
KOS Kansas Ornithological Society
KOSB Kansas Ornithological Society Bulletin
KOSN Kansas Ornithological Society Newsletter
KSU Kansas State University
KU University of Kansas
MA Master of Arts
MS Master of Science
NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service
PhD Doctor of Philosophy
PSU Pittsburg State University
SC Southwestern College
TKAS Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science
WSU Wichita State University
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Early History
The early 19th Century explorers, Major Zebulon Pike and 
the team of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, recorded the 
first two bird species in Kansas: the turkey and the Whip-poor-
will (Lantz 1899). The first ornithologist to cross Kansas was 
Thomas Say, who accompanied the Major Stephen H. Long ex-
pedition and explored the northeastern part of the state in 1819. 
The following year a detachment with Say descended the Arkan-
sas River valley by horseback. Unfortunately, Say’s notes were sto-
len, but by the compilation of other party members’ notes, some 
approximate locations of bird sightings can be made, especially 
the Bald Eagle in Barton County (James 1823). Additional ex-
plorers during the following decades such as Maximilian Prince 
of Wied, Josiah Gregg, Captain John C. Fremont, and Lieuten-
ant J. W. Abert added about 40 new species to the Kansas list of 
birds (Lantz 1899). 
The mastermind of ornithological exploration on the new fron-
tier was indeed Spencer Fullerton Baird of the Smithsonian In-
stitution. Prior to the Civil War, he recruited the help of numer-
ous medical doctors of the U.S. Army and associated naturalists 
to collect birds when the physicians had free time from regular du-
ties. This was also the period when routes for railroads were be-
ing studied (Baird et al. 1858). The two prominent names of 
Baird’s recruits who lived in and collected birds in Kansas were 
Dr. William A. Hammond (Hume 1942) and John Xantus de 
Vesey (Harris 1934). Both were stationed at Fort Riley for a con-
siderable time during the early 1850s. Their list of birds included 
a Carolina Parakeet (Hume 1942). Also working out of Fort Ri-
ley in 1856 and 1857 were Lieutenant F. T. Bryan and naturalist 
W. S. Wood, who made several large collections of birds. Lieuten-
ant D. N. Couch collected birds in the Ft. Leavenworth area from 
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1854 through 1856. William M. Magraw and Dr. James G. Coo-
per collected around Shawnee Mission and Fort Leavenworth in 
1857. Several other men were given credit for collecting birds in 
the KT (Kansas Territory), but some of those men appear to have 
been outside the present boundaries of Kansas. At that time Kan-
sas extended west to the Continental Divide (Baird et al. 1858).
Many of these Kansas explorers had bird species named in 
their honor such as: Lewis’s Woodpecker, Clark’s Nutcracker, Say’s 
Phoebe, Wied’s Flycatcher, Abert’s Towhee, Baird’s Sandpiper, 
Hammond’s Flycatcher, Xantus’s Hummingbird, Couch’s King-
bird, Cooper’s Hawk, and Coues’s Flycatcher. The Cooper Orni-
thological Society was named in honor of J. G. Cooper. 
James R. Mead was one of the early naturalists of Kansas. 
He was a member and president of the Kansas Academy of Sci-
ence in 1888. He reported on many subjects including birds (Jan-
zen 2007a, Mead 1986) . His paper presented at the Kansas Acad-
emy of Science meeting in 1898 on quail being native to Kansas 
was significant in that he was able to make observations as early as 
1859 (1899). 
Joel A. Allen, first president of the AOU, made an extremely 
important expedition to Kansas studying birds and recording pop-
ulations that are no longer found in Kansas. He also recorded the 
first bird strike kills of Horned Larks hitting telegraph lines on the 
Great Plains (Allen 1872). Elliott Coues and P. R. Hoy also added 
several species mid-century (Lantz 1899). A compilation of 19th 
Century newspaper articles on wildlife from around Kansas by Fle-
harty (1995) gives some excellent examples of the bird populations 
present during that era. The result of one hunt in 1872 southeast 
of Fort Dodge, most likely on Bluff Creek, contained one pigeon 
which may have been a Passenger Pigeon. Over 1,200 birds and 
mammals were shot for food for the troops stationed at the fort. 
The first longtime resident ornithologist of Kansas was Na-
thaniel S. Goss. He, unlike most naturalists of the 19th Century, 
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was devoted to bird study (Taylor 1932). The first record of Goss’ 
bird collecting at Neosho Falls was a letter to his sister in January 
of 1861 (Janes 1964). He published numerous updates to the Kan-
sas list in The Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, The Auk and 
TKAS, as well as publishing some of the first natural history obser-
vations on birds in Kansas (1884). He published three editions of 
a Kansas bird list (1883, 1886, and 1891); the 1886 edition is the 
most usable for Kansas research. Goss’ final and largest publica-
tion on Kansas birds (1891) appears to contain considerable data 
from outside of Kansas. He was a member of the AOU Council 
and never missed a meeting, which was admirable in those days 
since most were close to 3,000-mile round trips from Kansas. 
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Academic History
University of Kansas (KU), Lawrence
The early years of ornithology at KU began a few days before 
the official opening of the university in 1866. Francis H. Snow 
was hired as a professor of natural sciences, where his specialties 
were in entomology and meteorology. He received his PhD in 1881 
from Williams College and was president of The Kansas Academy 
of Science 1874–1878 and Treasurer from 1869–1873. However, 
from the first day, he diligently added bird specimens to the mu-
seum collection, increasing the Kansas list and continued publish-
ing bird records until near his death in 1908. From those initial 
bird specimens, the KU museum grew into one of the largest bird 
collections in the United States. Snow published the first Kansas 
bird list in 1872 and published his final list in 1903. Joel A. Allen 
puts in perspective all five of Snow’s catalogs in his 1903 review. 
Snow also became Chancellor of the university and was responsi-
ble for the construction of many buildings along with keeping up 
with his scientific endeavors (Taylor 1932, Hyder 1953).  One of 
Snow’s foremost attributes was the inclusion and encouragement 
of women in science, a policy that was extremely rare until many 
decades later (Snow 1871). A photo of Snow and his students on a 
field trip in the Rocky Mountains in 1889 includes four young la-
dies (Dwigans 1984). Vernon L. Kellogg wrote his Master’s thesis 
on Mallophaga (bird lice) under the direction of Snow. He pub-
lished several notes on Kansas birds including H. W. Menke’s 
Finney County bird records (Kellogg 1894). Kellogg ultimately ob-
tained a faculty position at Stanford University.
Lewis L. Dyche was an expeditionary field worker who col-
lected specimens and artifacts in many disciplines. He was ap-
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pointed professor of anatomy and physiology and curator of mam-
mals, birds and fishes at KU in 1888. His taxidermy work was 
exceptional, specializing in mammals. His bird papers were part of 
the beginning of the transition of those who only published pa-
pers on additions to the state list to those who also offered notes 
on natural history. Dyche’s papers on Golden Eagle stomach con-
tents (1905) and Blue Jay behavior (1908) were examples published 
in the TKAS. He became the Kansas Fish and Game Warden be-
sides handling his duties at KU (Sharp and Sullivan 1990). 
Charles D. Bunker, whose formal education extended no fur-
ther than grammar school, joined the KU Natural History Mu-
seum in 1895 as a taxidermist. He then became assistant curator in 
1907 until his retirement in 1942. He published a list of the birds 
of Kansas (1913). He was responsible for mentoring numerous un-
dergraduates and assisting a number of graduate students who 
went on to hold notable positions in science (Hall 1951, Dwigans 
1984, Johnston 1995).
Bessie Price Douthitt-Reed, was an instructor at KU in zool-
ogy by 1918 through at least 1922. By 1922 she had married phys-
iology professor Carlos I. Reed. She published a three part series 
of bird migration dates in the 1918 and 1919 Wilson Bulletin. Af-
ter reading a newspaper story of an enormous bird kill, she took it 
upon herself to write the mayor of Gordon, Nebraska to request a 
specimen; he sent two, and they proved to be Lapland Longspurs 
(Reed 1922). After moving to Dallas, Texas with her husband she 
published an excellent note on a Green Heron colony at Lakeview, 
Douglas County, Kansas (Reed 1927).
Charles E. Johnson received a PhD from the University of 
Minnesota, and was a member of the KU Zoology Department fac-
ulty from 1920 through 1923. He published several notes includ-
ing one on some Douglas County birds, which also included the 
first mention of an Ornithology course at KU (1927).
Henry H. Lane was a Latin teacher in Indiana in 1899, took a 
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Master’s degree at Indiana University in 1903, and then accepted 
a position at the University of Oklahoma as Zoology Department 
head in 1905. After taking a year off, he finished his doctorate at 
Princeton in 1915 and transferred to Phillips University at Enid 
in 1921. He then became Museum Director at KU from 1922 to 
1944 (Dwigans 1984). He specialized in embryology and paleon-
tology, with one paper in the TKAS on fossil birds (Lane 1947). Al-
though not an ornithologist during the time at KU, he supervised 
the committees for at least five students working with birds. Jean 
M. Linsdale, a KOS charter member, received an MA in 1925; his 
thesis was a valuable study of birds in Atchison County (1928). El-
eanor Henderson, one of the first women graduate students in 
Kansas studying birds, conducted her MA thesis work in Texas 
County, Oklahoma. She compared her work with specimens from 
southwestern KS (1933). Frederick M. Baumgartner also received 
his MA under Lane in 1933, a comparative study of skeletons of 
juvenile and adult Barn Owls. After he and his wife, A. Margue-
rite, each received their PhDs from Cornell University, he ulti-
mately became a professor at Oklahoma State University (Carter 
1997). Otto W. Tiemeier, a KOS charter member, with the help 
of Bunker and Lane, studied repaired bone injuries in birds for 
his 1939 MA (Tiemeier 1941). He accepted a faculty position at 
KSU in 1947. Malcolm J. Brumwell made an ecological survey, 
which included birds of Fort Leavenworth for his MA. Malcolm 
was killed at Pearl Harbor in 1941, a few months after completing 
his degree (1951). 
A. Byron Leonard received his PhD at KU in 1937 and contin-
ued on in the Zoology Department. He was a paleontologist, presi-
dent of the Kansas Academy of Science in1951 and had one gradu-
ate student working with birds.
E. Raymond Hall returned to KU, where he had received his 
MA, in 1944 after completing his doctorate under Joseph Grin-
nell at the University of California at Berkeley (Figure 1), and be-
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gan the modern era of graduate studies. He was director of the mu-
seum and chair of the Zoology Department until his retirement 
in 1967. Although he primarily worked with mammals, he did su-
pervise four graduate students working with birds during the late 
1940s. Hall was a charter member of KOS.
Rollin H. Baker was a KOS charter member and received a 
PhD in 1948 from KU under E. R. Hall and stayed for a position 
on the KU faculty (Figure 1). He chaired the committee for Mau-
rice F. Baker who went on to become a member of the biology fac-
ulty at Southwestern College. 
Henry S. Fitch, a KOS charter member, assumed a professor-
ship at KU in 1948 (Pittman and Young 2010). He also received 
his PhD at U. C. Berkeley in 1937 under Joseph Grinnell (Fig-
ure 1). Primarily a herpetologist, he did publish a number of bird 
papers from his ecological research on the University of Kansas 
Natural History Reservation (Fitch and von Achen 1973). He di-
rected the graduate studies of two students working with birds, 
including Dwight R. Platt who already held a faculty position at 
Bethel College. 
At mid-century a few gray years ensued. Charles S. Sibley, a 
KOS founder and charter member, and Donald S. Farner were 
both faculty members at KU for about a year each before accept-
ing positions elsewhere. Sibley was the initial proponent of the for-
mation of the Kansas Ornithological Society (M. F. Boyd 1974). 
George M. Sutton was offered a position during the same time pe-
riod but declined (Jackson 2007).
Harrison B. Tordoff arrived at KU in 1951 and received his 
doctorate the following year under Josselyn Van Tyne at the Uni-
versity of Michigan (Figure 2). He directed two graduate students 
and published a Check-list of the Birds of Kansas in 1956. He was the 
editor of The Wilson Bulletin from 1952–1954 and then moved to 
the University of Michigan in 1957 (Gill 2009). He was also a KOS 
Bulletin editor.
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Robert M. Mengel took the position of University Research 
Associate at KU in 1953 (Tordoff 1991). He received his doctor-
ate at the University of Michigan under Josselyn Van Tyne in 1958 
(Figure 2). In 1965 he joined the KU Zoology Department. He ed-
ited The Auk from 1962 to 1967 and the Ornithological Monographs 
in 1972–1973. His paper on the Great Plains as an isolating factor 
in bird speciation was a unique approach (1970). He was commit-
tee chair for four graduate students, including James W. Parker, 
who returned to Kansas many summers to continue his lifelong 
study of the Mississippi Kite. 
Theodore Eaton was a 1933 doctoral student of Alden H. 
Miller at the University of California at Berkeley (Figure 1). He 
was the major professor for the Master’s study by Marion A. Jen-
kinson who stayed at KU working with her husband, Robert Men-
gel. She was a treasurer for the AOU and an annual award in her 
name is sponsored by the organization (Johnston 1995).
The arrival of Richard F. Johnston in 1958 marked the real 
turning point of graduate studies in ornithology at KU. He re-
ceived his doctorate under Alden H. Miller in 1955 at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley (Figure 1), and spent two years 
at New Mexico State University. He published two lists of Kan-
sas birds (1960b, 1965) and one of breeding birds (1964). In 1975 
Richard F. Johnston received the AOU Elliott Coues award with 
Robert K. Selander which recognizes outstanding and innova-
tive contributions to ornithological research. He became an Hon-
orary Member of the Cooper Ornithological Society in 1995 and 
was the editor of Current Ornithology for the first five volumes. His 
book, Feral Pigeons (1995), with Marián Janiga was a very detailed 
species account with one unique chapter focused on heavy metals 
as an environmental concern. He was an editor of the KOS Bulle-
tin. Johnston chaired committees of 39 graduate students, includ-
ing Max C. Thompson who completed his MA and ultimately ac-
cepted a position at Southwestern College. Calvin L. Cink took a 
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position on the biology faculty at Baker University. Galen L. Pitt-
man received an MA then became the KU Field Station Manager 
and Biologist for the university, and was a past KOS business man-
ager and Kansas Bird Records Committee secretary. James D. Ris-
ing received the PhD, and became a faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Toronto. He diligently returned to Kansas to conduct the 
Baxter Springs CBC for many years and to occasionally make addi-
tional studies of orioles in their hybrid zone.
 After Hall’s retirement, Philip S. Humphrey became depart-
ment chair and museum director in 1967 until he retired in 1995. 
He received his doctorate at the University of Michigan under Jos-
selyn Van Tyne in 1955 (Figure 2), and then held positions at Yale 
and at the Smithsonian. His major contribution to ornithology 
was a widely accepted procedure of classifying molts and plumages 
(Humphrey and Parkes 1959). He directed five graduate students 
while at KU, including David E. Seibel who accepted a position on 
the Johnson County Community College faculty (Johnston 1995). 
Richard O. Prum arrived at KU in 1991 after receiving his 
doctorate from the University of Michigan under M. C. McKitrick 
and R. B. Payne; he filled the position previously held by Mengel. 
He chaired graduate committees for four students. While at KU he 
was engaged in one of the liveliest debates on the origin of birds to 
have occurred in decades which all played out in The Auk (Prum 
2002). He departed for Yale University in December of 2003. 
A. Townsend Peterson arrived at KU in 1993 after receiv-
ing his PhD from the University of Chicago under the co-chairs 
of John W. Fitzpatrick, Scott M. Lanyon and Stuart Altmann. He 
filled the position previously held by Johnston. His research inter-
ests are many with the topic of the geography of   biodiversity near 
the top. Twenty-seven of his graduate students have completed ad-
vanced degrees in ornithology and biodiversity. 
Mark B. Robbins became a collections manager at the KU Nat-
ural History Museum in 1993 after holding a similar position at 
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the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. He received his MS 
at Louisiana State University in 1983 under Van Remsen. He is a 
member of the AOU South American Check-list Committee and 
is on the editorial board of the journal Cotinga. Mark also served 
a term on the American Birding Association’s records committee.
Robert G. Moyle replaced Prum after receiving his PhD under 
Frederick Sheldon at Louisiana State University and a Chapman 
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the American Museum of Natural His-
tory, New York. 
William H. Busby took a position with the Kansas Biological 
Survey in 1988, and is also a courtesy faculty member in the KU 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. He received his 
PhD from the University of Florida under Peter Feinsinger. He is a 
past secretary of the KOS. He co-authored the Kansas Breeding Bird 
Atlas with John Zimmerman (2001) and is only the second Breed-
ing Bird Survey Coordinator for Kansas since 1967.
Kansas State University (KSU), Manhattan
The earliest faculty member making a contribution to the study 
of birds was Edwin A. Popenoe who helped Dr. C. P. Blachly, MD, 
with his note on the Ornithology of Riley County, Kansas (Blachly 
1879–1880). Popenoe received his MA from Washburn University 
in 1880. Some of his bird specimens are still held at the Division 
of Biology, however, his specialty was entomology. He was a presi-
dent of the Kansas Academy of Science in 1892 and secretary from 
1878–1889.
David E. Lantz arrived in 1883 and was the most active faculty 
member in ornithology in the late 19th Century at KSU. He had re-
ceived his MS from Bloomsburg Normal School in Pennsylvania. 
Lantz published his bibliography of Kansas birds in 1899. If there 
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was ever a serious gap in the long, prestigious list of ornithological 
publications in Kansas, it has to be the lack of any additional com-
plete bibliographies over the last 110 years since Lantz’s work. He 
also published papers on the birds of the Manhattan area (1896) 
and Dickinson County (1901). Lantz was president of the Kansas 
Academy of Science in 1898 and secretary form 1899–1901. He was 
the first Kansan to hold a National Audubon office, a member of 
the Advisory Council, in 1900 (Chapman 1900).  Lantz accepted a 
position with the Bureau of Biological Survey under the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture in 1904 where he specialized in mammals.
Arthur L. Goodrich joined the KSU faculty in 1927, taught a 
bird study course for several decades, and published the 1946 edi-
tion of Birds in Kansas. He also published some of Crevecoeur’s 
notes on birds in Pottawatomie County (1932). He was an inver-
tebrate zoologist who received his PhD at Cornell University in 
1938, but his ornithological interests were strongly influenced by 
Arthur A. Allen while a student there (Shane and Lewis 1998). 
Goodrich was a founder, charter member, and first editor of the 
KOS Bulletin. He supervised Leon Lungstrom’s MS work on the 
comparative study of the proventriculus and duodenum of three 
bird species (1946). 
M. J. Harbaugh received his PhD in 1942 from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska and was on the KSU zoology faculty from 1929 
through at least 1951. He had one student working with Ring-
necked Pheasants in Hamilton County, Kansas (Trigg 1951).  
A. M. Guhl arrived at the KSU Zoology Department in 1943 
after receiving his doctorate at the University of Chicago under W. 
C. Allee the same year. An avian behaviorist, Guhl spent a good 
part of his career studying the social behavior of the domestic 
chicken in small flocks. Edward O. Wilson (1975) stated: “Dur-
ing the past 30 years A. M. Guhl and his associates at Kansas State 
University have concentrated on nearly every conceivable aspect of 
the subject of dominance relations.” Guhl chaired several graduate 
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committees for students studying avian behavior. He was president 
of the Kansas Academy of Science in 1962. 
Otto W. Tiemeier, a charter member of KOS, obtained his 
MA at KU under H. H. Lane in 1939 (Tiemeier 1941) and his doc-
torate at the University of Illinois in 1947 studying the os opticus 
of birds. He accepted a zoology faculty position at KSU the same 
year. He had one student working on the ecology of Ring-necked 
Pheasants in northwest Kansas (Rowe 1959).
Herschel T. Gier, was an embryologist and vertebrate zoologist 
who started at KSU in 1947 after holding a faculty position at the 
University of Ohio and receiving his PhD at Indiana University in 
1936. A charter member of KOS, he was elected its first vice pres-
ident and second president (Boyd 1980). He was very supportive 
of students in the Zoology Department. The coffee pot was always 
on, and his lab was the common meeting place for grad students 
of all disciplines. He helped form an active group of birders who 
started its first CBC in 1949 (Shane 1998). Gier’s student John 
Delphia studied the development of air sacs in ducks (1950).
Robert J. Robel accepted a position with the Zoology De-
partment in 1961 and a new era in avian biology began at Kan-
sas State University. He had recently obtained his doctorate from 
Utah State University under Jessop B. Low (Figure 3), and started 
building one of the university’s most productive graduate pro-
grams.  His research primarily included ecological studies of both 
prairie-chicken species and energetics of the Northern Bobwhite. 
His most recent research was a decade long study of the ecology 
of the Lesser Prairie-Chicken (Hagen et al. 2010).  Forty-seven stu-
dents received advanced degrees under his leadership, most work-
ing with birds. Daniel E. Bowen, faculty member at Benedictine 
College, Atchison; Dan Mulhern, United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service Biologist, Manhattan (Watkins and Mulhern 1999); Jeff 
Keating, Endangered Species Biologist, Fort Riley; and Jim Pit-
man, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks Biologist, Empo-
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ria all continue to work with birds in Kansas. His student Nova J. 
Silvy originally from Wathena, Kansas and currently a professor at 
Texas A & M University, received the highly prestigious Aldo Leo-
pold Award in 2005. Robel started a student chapter of The Wild-
life Society, mentoring dozens of undergraduates, and additionally 
served as a president of the Kansas Academy of Science. He has 
published more than 250 papers, the vast majority on birds.
John L. Zimmerman arrived at KSU in the fall of 1963 after 
receiving his PhD from the University of Illinois under S. Charles 
Kendeigh (Figure 4), began working on Dickcissel ecology, and be-
gan a graduate program. He offered the first Ornithology course 
at KSU beginning in the spring semester of 1964. He published 
five books: A Guide to Bird Finding in Kansas and Western Missouri, 
with Sebastian Patti (1988), Cheyenne Bottoms: Wetland in Jeopardy 
(1990), Birds of Konza (1993), Migration of Birds, 3rd edition (1998), 
and Breeding Bird Atlas of Kansas with William H. Busby (2001). He 
was the secretary of the Wilson Ornithological Society 1984–1994 
and was the first Breeding Bird Survey Coordinator for Kansas. 
He is a past KOS president and Bulletin editor. Zimmerman was 
major professor for 15 graduate students, 14 of whom worked with 
birds. His students included: John L. Tatschl, who received his 
PhD and is now retired from a faculty position at Johnson County 
Community College. Elmer J. Finck and Greg H. Farley are both 
on the FHSU Biology Department faculty, and Thomas G. Shane, 
who completed an MS degree, is currently an ornithology research 
associate at Garden City Community College.
Fred E. Wilson arrived at KSU in 1965 shortly after he had 
completed his doctorate at Washington State University, Pullman, 
under Donald S. Farner. He immediately began his avian physio-
logical studies, eventually publishing 42 papers with his most im-
portant paper published in the Journal of Neuroendocrinology (Wil-
son and Reinert 2000). Wilson chaired committees for four 
graduate students working on the testicular cycles of Harris’s and 
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American Tree sparrows. Manoj K. Mishra was a postdoctoral stu-
dent in his laboratory from 2000 to 2002.
Stephen D. Fretwell received his doctorate under Thomas 
Quay at North Carolina State University. He arrived at KSU in 
1969 from a postdoctoral position with Robert H. MacArthur at 
Princeton. He completed his monograph Populations in a Seasonal 
Environment (1972) and studied Dickcissel ecology. He is a past 
KOS president and founded the Bird Populations Institute that 
was carried on by Robert S. LaShelle after Fretwell resigned his 
faculty position in 1981. Fretwell chaired committees for four grad-
uate students, including Daniel E. Bowen, who accepted a posi-
tion on the faculty at Benedictine College, Atchison. Sievert A. 
Rohwer, after receiving his PhD from KU, accepted a postdoctoral 
position with Fretwell during which time Rohwer collected much 
data for his numerous papers on Harris’s Sparrow plumages.
Christopher C. Smith accepted a position at KSU in 1970 af-
ter obtaining his PhD under Gordon H. Orians at the University 
of Washington, Seattle. He was committee chair for two students 
working with birds. 
David A. Rintoul received his PhD from Stanford University 
in cell biology and accepted a position on the biology faculty in 
1980. He operated a MAPS bird banding station for a number 
of years, researched lipid metabolism in migratory birds and also 
initiated some avian isotope studies. He is a past secretary for the 
Kansas Bird Records Committee of KOS.
E. Dale Kennedy received her PhD in 1989 from Rutgers 
University and arrived at KSU in 1990. She and her husband 
Douglas W. White primarily worked on Bewick’s Wrens while 
at KSU (1996). She accepted a position at Albion College, Mich-
igan in 1994. 
Jack F. Cully holds a position with the Kansas Cooperative 
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit. He received his PhD at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico under Jim Findley, who was a student of 
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E. R. Hall at KU. Cully was strongly influenced in ornithological 
studies by his MS advisor, J. David Ligon also at UNM. Cully had 
four students working on birds who complete advanced degrees in-
cluding William E. Jensen, who is now a member of the biology 
faculty at ESU. 
Kimberly A. With arrived at KSU in 2000 after receiving her 
doctorate from Colorado State University under John A. Wiens 
and holding positions at Oak Ridge and Bowling Green Univer-
sity. She has chaired committees for three graduate students work-
ing with birds. 
Brett K. Sandercock arrived in 2001 after Zimmerman’s re-
tirement. He had recently completed his doctorate at Simon Fra-
ser University, Canada, under Fred Cooke. He then held a post-
doctoral position at the University of California at Berkeley under 
Steve Beissinger and another at the University of British Columbia 
under Kathy Martin. Eight advanced degrees in avian ecology have 
been completed by students under his supervision to date. His ma-
jor areas of specialization have been on the ecology of shorebirds 
and grouse (Hagen et al. 2010). He is currently the editor of Studies 
in Avian Biology for the Cooper Ornithological Society.
Outside the Division of Biology, several other KSU profes-
sors sponsored graduate bird studies. Ted T. Cable of the De-
partment of Horticulture, Forestry, and Recreation Resources re-
ceived his MS in 1980 and PhD in 1984 at Purdue University. He 
worked with rails for his Master’s research. He has done extensive 
bird studies on shelterbelts and wetlands while in Kansas, and has 
now published two editions of Birds of the Cimarron National Grass-
land, which contain very good histories (Cable and Seltman 2010). 
He has also coauthored and published two bird books; Birds of the 
Great Plains (Jennings et al. 2005) and Compact Guide to Kansas 
Birds (Cable et al. 2007). Cable had one student who worked with 
birds for his MS degree. James C. Mitchell, PhD from The Ohio 
State University, of the Department of Psychology faculty men-
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tored Michael Stevenson who studied the behavior of the Brown-
headed Cowbird (1969). John Harrington, Jr. received his PhD at 
Michigan State University, a faculty member of the Department of 
Geography was major professor for Judd Patterson’s bird migra-
tion study (2008).
Emporia State University (ESU), Emporia
Alonzo Collette graduated from the Kansas State Normal 
School (now ESU) in 1890 and then stayed on as an instructor 
from 1891–1893. He was secretary for the Kansas Academy of Sci-
ence in 1893. He published two papers in TKAS on Kansas birds 
including one on the nesting of the Pied-billed Grebe (1893). Trag-
ically, he died of typhoid a decade later while teaching in Denver. 
John W. Breukelman obtained his PhD at the University of 
Iowa in 1929 and joined the ESU faculty the same year. He joined 
KOS in 1950, published several papers in the KOS Bulletin and 
was president of the Kansas Academy of Science in 1945. He was 
also an editor of the outstanding series of publications, The Kan-
sas School Naturalist. He coauthored a paper on the birds of Lyon 
County, Kansas (Downs and Breukelman 1941). 
Ted F. Andrews completed his doctorate at The Ohio State 
University and arrived at ESU in 1948. He was a charter member, 
4th president of KOS, and president of the Kansas Academy of Sci-
ence in 1958. He, along with H. A. Stephens, did extensive work 
on Great Blue Herons (Andrews and Stephens 1956).  He men-
tored two students working  with birds for their Master’s during 
the middle of the 20th Century, including Robert B. Wimmer, 
who went on to hold a faculty position at Southwestern College. 
Richard H. Schmidt, a KOS charter member (Friesen 2000), 
was employed as a taxidermist at ESU, producing some of the fin-
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est quality bird mounts in the state for the university museum 
which is still open for display. Schmidt retired in 1974, and the 
ESU Museum of Natural History was renamed the Richard 
Schmidt Museum of Natural History in recognition of his service 
to the Biology Division.
David F. Parmelee arrived at ESU in 1958 shortly after receiv-
ing his PhD in 1957 (Figure 5) at the University of Oklahoma un-
der George M. Sutton (Winker 1999). During his career Parmelee 
published a monograph and two books on birds: The Birds of South-
eastern Victoria Island and Adjacent Small Islands (Parmelee et al. 
1967), Bird Island in the Antarctic Waters (1980) and Antarctic Birds: 
An Ecological and Behavioral Approach (1992). Before accepting a fac-
ulty position at the University of Minnesota in 1970, six of his or-
nithology students completed MS degrees, including Myron Sch-
winn, who was recognized as an Outstanding Biology Teacher for 
Kansas, and Merril G. McHenry, who ultimately became a pro-
fessor at Central College of McPherson.  C. W. Comer completed 
his MS in 1969 with a study of the Slate-colored Junco on the Ross 
Natural History Reservation, and then did work for the Kansas 
Forestry, Fish and Game Commission for two years as the Migra-
tory Bird Biologist. Eric Prather received his MS, taught biology 
at Kansas City Kansas Community College, spent a few years at 
the University of Wyoming, and then taught at Eastern Wyoming 
College. 
Other ESU professors who sponsored bird research for Master’s 
students include John W. Parrish, who received his PhD at Bowl-
ing Green State University. He had three MS students including 
David K. Saunders who became an ESU faculty member after ob-
taining his PhD at KSU, and then became the Biology Department 
head at University of Northern Iowa.  Dwight L. Spencer, received 
his PhD from Oklahoma State University and was major professor 
for three students working with birds including Gerald J. Wiens, a 
Kansas wildlife photographer. Robert F. Clarke, a herpetologist re-
ac a d e m i c h i s t o ry         29
ceived his PhD at the University of Oklahoma, was major professor 
for four students studying birds including Roger L. Boyd who stud-
ied Snowy Plovers at Cheyenne Bottoms for his 1972 MS and ulti-
mately became a faculty member at Baker University.
Elmer J. Finck, a past KOS president and newsletter editor, ar-
rived at ESU in 1989 after receiving his PhD under John L. Zim-
merman at KSU, and conducting postdoctoral research on the 
Konza Prairie (Stapanian, Smith and Finck, 1999).  Eight of his 
students completed their Master’s theses on birds. Dena K. Po-
drebarac accepted a position at the KU Natural History Museum, 
and Charles D. VanGunday continued his biology teaching posi-
tion at Salina South High School, and later became a biology in-
structor at KSU Salina.
Jean H. Schulenberg along with her husband Ed Schulenberg, 
quickly expanded their interests in birds beyond basic birding after 
joining KOS when she took up bird banding primarily at their prai-
rie home north of Emporia. There she banded hundreds of Amer-
ican Tree and Harris’s sparrows. She held the office of vice presi-
dent of the Inland Bird Banding Association and also held offices 
in KOS as director, secretary, vice president, and then became the 
third woman president for the society from 1976–1978. The Schul-
enbergs became excellent photographers, Ed with his Hasselblad 
and Jean with the Nikon. They published a number of bird pho-
tos; most noteworthy were those published in Paul Johnsgard’s 1979 
book, Breeding Birds of the Great Plains. When most people were look-
ing ahead a few years to their retirement, Jean returned to college, re-
ceiving a Bachelor’s and a Master’s Degree at ESU in Biology. She 
then taught Biology Laboratory classes at ESU, was the Biology Lab-
oratory Coordinator for 10 years, and is currently the Curator of the 
ESU Herbarium. Jean also studied Least Terns (Schulenberg and 
Ptacek 1984) and Henslow’s Sparrows (Schulenberg et al. 1994). 
William E. Jensen received his PhD at KSU in 2003 under 
Jack Cully. He received a postdoctoral position with Kimberly A. 
30                         200 y e a r s  o f  k a n s a s  o r n i t h o l o g y
With at KSU and then joined the biological sciences faculty at 
ESU in 2006 where he immediately started a graduate program 
with two students completing the MS degree to date. 
Fort Hays State University (FHSU), Hays
Lyman D. Wooster arrived at Fort Hays State in 1909 and pub-
lished a book titled Nature Studies (Animals) in 1925 of which al-
most half was devoted to bird study. He started an Ornithology 
course for summer sessions in 1924, which became a formal course 
in 1936. He received his PhD in 1935 from Stanford University 
under Willis H. Rich. Wooster’s student, Olive Falls, was one of 
the earliest women doing graduate research on birds in Kansas 
(1933). Wooster was a charter member and became the 5th presi-
dent of KOS in 1953. He held positions of Dean and President of 
FHSU (Johnston 1960a).
Charles A. Ely joined the Zoology faculty at FHSU in 1960 
after receiving his PhD from the University of Oklahoma under 
George M. Sutton (Figure 5), and completing a few years of or-
nithological research on the Pacific Project, a Smithsonian In-
stitution study. He is a past KOS president and Bulletin editor. 
His studies of Ellis County birds led to his definitive modern list 
of county birds (1971), which contains a detailed history of Ellis 
county ornithology. He coauthored the two-volume set of Birds in 
Kansas with Max Thompson (1989, 1992). Ely built a large collec-
tion of bird specimens for the Sternberg Museum. Upon arrival 
at FHSU, he began an aggressive graduate program with 23 stu-
dents receiving Master’s degrees on various bird topics. Among 
his students still active in Kansas ornithology are Thomas L. 
Flowers who completed his MS thesis on birds of riparian areas 
in different grazing regimens (1979). He is an active western Kan-
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sas bird bander who has banded thousands of birds. He not only 
bands for the scientific purposes, but also uses banding as an ed-
ucational tool giving hundreds of demonstrations to Cub Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, church groups and to school children all over south-
western Kansas. He worked for the NRCS where he dealt with 
many avian conservation issues. He published a list of bird spe-
cies for Meade County with an excellent ornithological history of 
the county (1995).  Arthur G. Nonhof is currently a member of 
the faculty of Garden City Community College. John M. Schuk-
man, a past president of KOS and current chair of the Student 
Research Fund Committee, continues to work with the two com-
mon species of phoebes in Kansas since the completion of his MS 
(1993), as well as collaborating with other North American orni-
thologists working on the Cerulean Warbler (1996). He taught 
a summer Ornithology class at FHSU in 1974, and then taught 
Biology four years for Leavenworth public schools. Eugene A. 
Young, who is a past president and current editor of the KOS Bul-
letin, is currently a member of the faculty of Northern Oklahoma 
College in Tonkawa, Oklahoma. His MS thesis was one of the few 
comprehensive studies of birds at one of the very important Cen-
tral Kansas marshes (Young 1993).
Four additional FHSU faculty members were major professors 
for Master’s students studying birds at the time C. A. Ely was on 
the faculty. Eugene D. Fleharty, who earned a PhD at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico, mentored two students, and published an ex-
cellent book on the wildlife of Kansas in the 19th Century (1995). 
Gary K. Hulett earned a PhD at the University of Saskatchewan 
in 1962 , and Thomas L. Wenke received the PhD at Iowa State 
University in 1965. Each had one graduate student working with 
birds. Gerald W. Tomanek received his PhD in 1951 at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska and also had one student studying birds.
 Greg H. Farley, a past president of KOS, joined the Biology 
Department in 1995 after receiving his MS degree at KSU under 
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John L. Zimmerman and obtaining his PhD degree at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico under J. David Ligon.  He is currently an as-
sociate editor for the TKAS, and continues the important grad-
uate program as well as the banding station established by Ely. 
Twelve of his Master’s students have completed their theses on 
birds to date including work on wrens by Jamie Timson (Timson 
and Farley 2003), now with the NRCS in Pratt, and Matt Bain 
who worked with prairie grouse is now with Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (Bain and Farley 2002). Constance Chen stud-
ied migrant warblers in western Kansas for her MS (2001), and is a 
coordinator of the bird data bases for National Audubon, includ-
ing data for Kansas, and Scott Newland is the assistant curator for 
the bird collection at the Sedgwick County Zoo.
Elmer J. Finck left ESU in 2001 to take over as chair of FH-
SU’s Biology Department. He served as editor of The Prairie Nat-
uralist from 1995–2009, the journal of the Great Plains Natural 
Science Society. Three of his ornithology students have completed 
MS degrees. He is a past president of KOS.
Pittsburg State University (PSU), Pittsburg
Harry H. Hall, who became a member of the PSU biology fac-
ulty in 1920, received his Master’s in 1929 and PhD in 1932 from 
the University of Colorado. He was a Kansas Academy of Science 
president in 1939, and published a paper on southeastern Kansas 
birds (1935). Hall had one graduate student who worked on an 
exceptional ecological study of the bird populations of Crawford 
County, Kansas (Williams 1933).
Theodore M. Sperry arrived at PSU after receiving his doctor-
ate from the University of Illinois in 1933 in plant ecology, worked 
with Aldo Leopold in Wisconsin (Leopold et al. 1943), and served 
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in the Second World War. He accepted a position at PSU in 1946 
where he taught a variety of courses including a bird study class. 
He was a charter member of KOS, the 7th president, Bulletin edi-
tor and was president of the Kansas Academy of Science in 1959. 
He and his wife, Dr. Gladys Galligar, were honored when the Pitts-
burg, Kansas, Audubon Chapter was named the Sperry-Galligar 
Audubon Society Chapter (Kreissler 1999). 
John C. Johnson arrived at PSU shortly after receiving his doc-
torate in 1957 under George M. Sutton at the University of Okla-
homa (Figure 5). He initiated some studies of Mallophaga (John-
son and Long 1960), was an active KOS member, and its 13th 
president.
Steven D. Ford received an MA from Indiana State University 
in 1975 and PhD in 1983 from Purdue University and then be-
came a faculty member at PSU. He has had two students complete 
Master’s degrees working with birds. Ford is also very active with 
the Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society.
Ottawa University, Ottawa
Howard K. Gloyd, a herpetologist and ornithologist, received 
his BS from Ottawa University in 1924, taught biology there for 
several years, moved to KSU to teach Zoology, and obtained an 
MS in 1929. He then transferred to the University of Michigan. 
From 1936 to 1958, he served as director of the Chicago Acad-
emy of Science. He received a doctorate from Ottawa University in 
1942. He published a paper on hawks in Kansas (1925) along with 
two Kansas bird records in the Wilson Bulletin. He was the Secre-
tary of the Wilson Ornithological Society from 1926 to 1929.
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McPherson College, McPherson
Harvey H. Nininger, head of the Biology Department from 
1920–1930, was one of the nation’s leading experts on meteorites. 
He was also active in Kansas Audubon  (Aaron 1925) and pub-
lished bird papers such as the one helping to conclude the debate 
about the status of the Bullock’s Oriole in western Kansas (1928). 
He also published a list of the birds of central Kansas (1927). 
Baker University, Baldwin City
Raymond F. Miller received his PhD at the University of Iowa 
in 1923, and was a founder and charter member of KOS. Miller 
accepted a faculty position at Baker in 1941 as head of the Physics 
Department. He had spent the preceding 28 years at the College 
of Emporia where he published some papers on bird photography 
in the TKAS. He was very active in KOS and the local Baldwin 
Bird Club. In the 1960s (I. L. Boyd 1974), he self-published a set 
of seven mimeographed volumes of Biographies of People for Whom 
Birds Have Been Named. Miller, along with Ivan Boyd, published a 
paper on migration records (1947).
Ivan L. Boyd also joined the faculty in 1941, he recieved his 
doctorate in Botany at Iowa State University in 1944. Ivan was a 
founder, charter member, the first president of KOS and an edi-
tor of its Bulletin. He was active with the Baldwin Bird Club and 
in 1943 established the Baldwin Christmas Bird Count, the lon-
gest continually running count in Kansas. He and several other 
members, including Amelia Betts, a KOS charter member and 
past secretary, and Katharine Kelley, also a charter member, 
were very active bird banders. For many years, he was Director 
of the Baker University Wetland Research Area, now one of the 
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most popular birding spots and important conservation areas in 
eastern Kansas. 
Roger L. Boyd, son of Ivan, attended Baker as an undergradu-
ate, received his Master’s at ESU and his PhD from Colorado State 
University under Paul H. Baldwin. He became a faculty member at 
Baker in 1976, and has done extensive research on the Least Tern, 
Piping Plover and Snowy Plover (Boyd 1981). He continued in his 
father’s footsteps as Director of the Baker Wetlands (Highfill and 
Boyd 2002). Roger is a past president of KOS and a former vice-
president of the Western Bird Banding Association.
Calvin L. Cink also arrived at Baker in 1976 after receiving his 
doctorate at KU under Richard F. Johnston. As well as continuing 
the Baldwin Bird Club tradition and operating a bird banding sta-
tion, he has also conducted research on nightjars, Chimney Swifts 
and Screech Owls (1975). Calvin is a past president and Bulletin ed-
itor for KOS.
St. Benedict’s / Benedictine College, Atchison
Rev. Eugene W. Dehner was a professor and head of the Bi-
ology Department from 1946 to 1983. He received his doctorate 
from Cornell University in 1946. His dissertation was on respira-
tion in diving ducks and the related anatomy. He was a charter 
member of KOS, serving as its first secretary from 1949 to 1952 
and as its 6th president. 
Daniel E. Bowen joined the faculty at Benedictine after earn-
ing a doctorate at KSU under Stephen Fretwell in 1976. He served 
a term as president of the Kansas Academy of Science in 1988. He 
and his students most recently researched Snow Geese. 
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Southwestern College (SC), Winfield
Maurice F. Baker was a game bird ecologist. He received his 
PhD under Rollin Baker at KU in 1952 where he had done exten-
sive work on Greater Prairie-Chickens (1953). He was a member of 
the SC faculty from 1953–1956, was the 2nd KOS vice president, 
and an editor of the Bulletin. He moved to Alabama where he took 
a position as leader of the Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit for 
the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Max C. Thompson completed his MA at KU under Richard 
F. Johnston, and then accepted a position on the Southwestern 
College faculty after working on a Smithsonian research proj-
ect. He coauthored the two-volume set of Birds in Kansas with 
Charles Ely (1989, 1992). He was an Assistant to the Treasurer 
of the AOU and received the AOU Marion Jenkinson award in 
1999. Thompson was the first KOS newsletter editor, a past pres-
ident (two terms), business manager, and a Bulletin editor. He is 
currently an adjunct curator of birds at the KU Natural History 
Museum.
Bethel College, North Newton
Dwight R. Platt held a faculty position at Bethel for four de-
cades beginning in the 1950s. He obtained an MA in 1954 and 
his doctorate under Henry S. Fitch at KU in 1966. Some of his re-
search was on the American Crow while at KU. He is a past KOS 
president and was the corresponding secretary for 19 years.  He 
published a paper on the breeding birds of Sand Prairie Natu-
ral History Reservation (1975). Platt’s paper (2002) on the analy-
sis of the Newton-Halstead Christmas Bird Count, was indeed the 
benchmark for future CBC analyses. 
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Butler County Community College
William M. Langley, a mammologist and ornithologist, re-
ceived his doctorate at Arizona State University under Monte Ca-
zier. He accepted a faculty position at WSU. During that time 
he had one graduate student who worked with Red-tailed Hawks 
(Cress 1983). He transferred to Butler Community College where 
he does extensive research on Red-tailed Hawks and American 
Crows (2000). He involves freshman and sophomore students with 
his research projects and then gives them the early experience of 
presenting at meetings. 
Robert Broyles received his MS, studying under Karen Brown-
Sullivan, from WSU researching the nesting ecology of the Coo-
per’s Hawk (2002), and then joined the Butler faculty as an 
Instructor.
Wichita State University (WSU), Wichita
Karen Brown-Sullivan, an ecologist, received her PhD at the 
University of Georgia in 1982. Two of her MS students worked 
with birds including Carol A. Fiore, who studied cat predation on 
birds (2000) and Robert Broyles who studied the nesting ecology 
of the Cooper’s Hawk (2002).
Christopher M. Rogers became a Department of Biological 
Sciences faculty member in 2000 after receiving his PhD at Indi-
ana University, Bloomington, where he worked under Ellen D. 
Ketterson and Val Nolan. Previously he held faculty positions at 
Grinnell College and the University of Iowa. His primary research 
interest is in the evolutionary ecology of optimal body mass in 
birds: maximization of nonbreeding fitness. He has had one gradu-
ate student complete an advanced degree.
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Friends University, Wichita
Alan D. Maccarone became a faculty member of the Biology 
Department in 1990. He received his PhD at Rutgers in 1985 un-
der Douglass W. Morrison.  His ornithological background was 
most strongly influenced by William A. Montevecchi while work-
ing on his MS at the University of Newfoundland, St. John’s. 
He has done extensive work on herons, Canada Geese, owls and 
shrikes in Kansas. He has primarily published on the egrets of 
Sedgwick County (Maccarone, Brzorad, and Stone 2008). He has 
supervised one graduate student working with birds. 
Tabor College, Hillsboro
Max R. Terman, an ecologist, received his PhD from Michi-
gan State University and was a biology professor at Tabor. His 
book, Messages from an Owl (1996), chronicles a hand-raised Great 
Horned Owl that was followed for a half dozen years by radio 
telemetry.
Garden City Community College
Arthur G. Nonhof completed his MS at FHSU, under Charles 
A. Ely, studying the Pine Siskin (1980, 1984) and is currently a bi-
ology instructor at Garden City Community College. He is one of 
the few active bird banders in western Kansas.
Thomas G. Shane, who completed an MS degree at KSU un-
der John L. Zimmerman, is a past KOS president, newsletter edi-
tor, and Student Research Fund Committee chairman. He was the 
Cooperative Projects Coordinator for the Bird Populations Insti-
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tute, Manhattan; past vice-president of the Colorado Field Orni-
thologists and Recent Literature Editor for The Colorado Field 
Ornithologists Quarterly. His Lark Bunting research for his MS 
(1972) culminated in a technical assessment with Sam Houston 
State University ornithologists Diane Neudorf and Rebecca Bodily 
(2006). He and his wife, Sara Shane, were the Northwest Kansas 
regional coordinators for the Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas project. 
He is currently an ornithology research associate at Garden City 
Community College.
Johnson County Community College
David E. Seibel, a past president of KOS, authored a mono-
graph on the birds of Sumner and Cowley counties (1978). He re-
ceived his PhD under Philip Humphrey at KU in 1988 and took 
a position on the faculty of Johnson County Community College 
and later became the Biology Department head. He and his fel-
low bird photographers, Judd Patterson and Bob Gress, have built 
one of the largest digital libraries in the state of Kansas, an excel-
lent source of bird photos at (http://www.birdsinfocus.com/).

Academic Trees for a Few Kansas Professors
Kansas has been fortunate to have professors from academic 
lines originating from some very prominent schools producing 
avian biologists. They include Cornell University, the University of 
Chicago, the University of Wisconsin, and the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley.
 
Richard F. Johnston, E. Raymond Hall, Henry S. Fitch, and 
Theodore Eaton are all directly linked to the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley (Figure 1). 
Harrison B. Tordoff, Philip S. Humphrey, and Robert M. 
Mengel have origins at the University of Chicago through the Uni-
versity of Michigan. (Figure 2)
Robert J. Robel is linked to the avian wildlife biology lines go-
ing back to associations at the University of Wisconsin through 
Iowa State University (Figure 3). 
John L. Zimmerman’s lineage goes back to the University of 
Chicago through the University of Illinois (Figure 4).
Charles A. Ely, David F. Parmelee, and John C. Johnson have 
their origins from Cornell University through the University of 
Oklahoma (Figure 5). 
41
42                         200 y e a r s  o f  k a n s a s  o r n i t h o l o g y
AC
AD
EM
IC
 T
RE
E 
FO
R 
JO
HN
ST
O
N
, H
AL
L 
, B
AK
ER
, E
AT
O
N
 A
N
D 
FI
TC
H;
 U
N
IV
ER
SI
TY
 O
F 
KA
N
SA
S
Gr
ad
ua
te
s w
ith
 P
hD
M
AU
RI
CE
 F
. B
AK
ER
RO
LL
IN
 H
. B
AK
ER
DA
VI
D 
ST
AR
R 
JO
RD
AN
W
ild
lif
e 
Bi
ol
og
ist
 K
U
Ic
ht
hy
ol
og
ist
JO
N
 C
. B
AR
LO
W
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 K
an
sa
s 1
94
8
E.
 R
AY
M
O
N
D 
HA
LL
In
di
an
a 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Gr
ad
ua
te
s w
ith
 M
A
JO
HN
 B
U
TC
HE
R
M
am
m
al
og
ist
 K
U
&
 S
ta
nf
or
d 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
RO
SE
TT
A 
AR
RI
GO
CA
LV
IN
 L
. C
IN
K
Ph
D 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
28
Ph
D 
Bu
tle
r U
ni
ve
rs
ity
TI
M
O
TH
Y 
BR
O
SC
HA
T
RO
BE
RT
 F
LE
IS
CH
ER
M
. D
AL
E 
AR
VE
Y
M
A 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
25
BR
EN
T 
BU
RT
AB
BO
T 
S.
 G
AU
N
T
GE
O
RG
E 
H.
 L
O
W
RE
Y
CH
AR
LE
S 
H.
 G
IL
BE
RT
JE
FF
RE
Y 
CO
X
JO
HN
 W
. H
AR
DY
W
IL
LI
AM
 B
. S
TA
LL
CU
P
Ic
ht
hy
ol
og
ist
TR
IS
TA
N
 D
AV
IS
JE
RO
M
E 
A.
 JA
CK
SO
N
St
an
fo
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
AN
DR
EW
 F
IN
FR
O
CK
ER
W
IN
 E
. K
LA
AS
RI
CH
AR
D 
F.
 JO
HN
ST
O
N
AL
DE
N
 H
. M
IL
LE
R
Ph
D 
In
di
an
a 
U
. 1
88
3
SU
ZA
N
N
E 
HA
M
IL
TO
N
W
IL
LI
AM
 J.
 K
LI
TZ
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
 K
U
Av
ia
n 
Bi
ol
og
ist
M
S 
In
di
an
a 
U
. 1
88
2
PA
M
EL
A 
HE
AT
ER
PE
TE
R 
LO
W
TH
ER
Ph
D 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
55
U
ni
v.
 C
al
ifo
rn
ia
 B
er
ke
le
y
ST
EV
E 
JO
HN
SO
N
W
. B
. M
cG
IL
LI
VR
AY
Ph
D 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
30
JO
SE
PH
 G
RI
N
N
EL
L
RO
BE
RT
 M
ER
Z
ED
W
AR
D 
C.
 M
U
RP
HY
TH
EO
DO
RE
 H
. E
AT
O
N
M
A 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
28
Ve
rt
eb
ra
te
 Z
oo
lo
gi
st
JO
HN
 N
EW
M
AN
M
IC
HA
EL
 M
U
RP
HY
Pa
le
on
to
lo
gi
st
 K
U
U
ni
v.
 C
al
if.
 B
er
ke
le
y
JO
HN
 P
AU
L
DA
VI
D 
N
IL
ES
Ph
D 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
33
Ph
D 
St
an
fo
rd
 U
. 1
91
3
GA
LE
N
 P
IT
TM
AN
CH
RI
ST
O
PH
ER
 N
O
RM
EN
T
HE
N
RY
 S
. F
IT
CH
JO
SE
 R
O
DR
IG
U
EZ
GA
RY
 P
AC
KA
RD
Ec
ol
og
ist
 K
U
M
AX
 T
HO
M
PS
O
N
DE
N
N
IS
 P
O
W
ER
DW
IG
HT
 P
LA
TT
Ph
D 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
37
EM
IL
 U
RB
AN
JA
M
ES
 R
AK
ES
TR
AW
Bi
ol
og
ist
 B
et
he
l C
ol
le
ge
M
A 
U
. C
. B
er
ke
le
y 
19
33
JO
YC
E 
W
IL
DE
N
TH
AL
JA
M
ES
 D
. R
IS
IN
G
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 K
an
sa
s 1
96
6
SI
EV
ER
T 
RO
HW
ER
GA
RY
 D
. S
CH
N
EL
L
GA
RY
 W
O
RT
HE
N
GE
O
RG
E 
BO
O
N
E
Fi
gu
re
 1
.
M
AR
IO
N
 JE
N
KI
N
SO
N
M
od
ifi
ed
 a
ft
er
 P
ite
lk
a 
19
93
 a
nd
 Jo
hn
st
on
 1
99
5.
ac a d e m i c t r e e s  f o r k a n s a s  p ro f e s s o r s     43
AC
AD
EM
IC
 T
RE
E 
FO
R 
TO
RD
O
FF
, H
U
M
PH
RE
Y 
&
 M
EN
GE
L;
 U
N
IV
ER
SI
TY
 O
F 
KA
N
SA
S
Gr
ad
ua
te
 S
tu
de
nt
s
HA
RR
IS
O
N
 B
. T
O
RD
O
FF
TH
AN
E 
RO
BI
N
SO
N
 P
hD
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
GL
EN
 W
O
O
LF
EN
DE
N
 M
A
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f K
an
sa
s
Ph
D 
U
. o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
52
CH
AR
LE
S 
C.
 A
DA
M
S
Ec
ol
og
ist
 &
 
A.
 G
. R
U
TH
VE
N
Bi
og
eo
gr
ap
he
r
He
rp
et
ol
og
ist
U
ni
v.
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n
A.
 B
. A
M
ER
SO
N
 M
A
PH
IL
IP
 S
. H
U
M
PH
RE
Y
JO
SS
EL
YN
 V
AN
 T
YN
E
U
ni
v.
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n
Ph
D 
U
. o
f C
hi
ca
go
 1
90
3
BR
AD
LE
Y 
LI
VE
ZE
Y 
Ph
D
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
 
Ph
D 
M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
06
M
S 
Ha
rv
ar
d 
18
99
YO
SH
IK
A 
O
N
IK
I M
A
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f K
an
sa
s
U
ni
v.
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n
PA
M
 R
AS
M
U
SS
EN
 P
hD
Ph
D 
U
. o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
55
Ph
D 
U
. M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
28
CH
AR
LE
S 
O
. W
HI
TM
AN
DA
VI
D 
SE
IB
EL
 P
hD
Av
ia
n 
M
or
ph
ol
og
ist
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f C
hi
ca
go
Ph
D 
Le
ip
zig
 U
. 1
87
8
AM
 B
ow
do
in
 C
ol
l. 
18
71
RO
BE
RT
 F
LE
ET
 M
A
RO
BE
RT
 M
. M
EN
GE
L
JA
M
ES
 P
AR
KE
R 
Ph
D
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
Fi
gu
re
 2
.
SI
EV
ER
T 
RO
HW
ER
 M
A
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f K
an
sa
s
Af
te
r J
oh
ns
to
n 
19
95
.
Ph
D 
U
. o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
58
44                         200 y e a r s  o f  k a n s a s  o r n i t h o l o g y
AC
AD
EM
IC
 T
RE
E 
FO
R 
RO
BE
RT
 J.
 R
O
BE
L;
 K
AN
SA
S 
ST
AT
E 
U
N
IV
ER
SI
TY
Gr
ad
ua
te
 S
tu
de
nt
s
J. 
J. 
CE
BU
LA
R.
 W
. F
EL
TH
O
U
SE
N
N
. J
. S
IL
VY
D.
 H
. O
’N
EI
LL
G.
 R
. H
AR
PE
R
D.
 W
. M
U
LH
ER
N
AL
DO
 LE
O
PO
LD
P.
 G
. W
AT
T
J. 
C.
 F
U
RN
ES
S
PA
U
L L
. E
RR
IN
GT
O
N
Gr
ad
ua
te
 R
es
ea
rc
h
M
. P
. T
HO
M
PS
O
N
S.
 R
. K
LI
N
GE
R
Ve
rt
eb
ra
te
 E
co
lo
gi
st
Fe
llo
w
sh
ip
S.
 R
. J
O
HN
SO
N
T.
 W
. S
HU
M
AN
Io
w
a 
St
at
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Re
pr
es
en
ta
tiv
e 
fo
r t
he
D.
 J.
 D
IC
K
N
. A
. B
AR
N
ES
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 W
isc
on
sin
 1
93
2
Sp
or
tin
g 
Ar
m
s a
nd
J. 
M
. B
RI
GG
S
J. 
F.
 K
EA
TI
N
G
JE
SS
O
P 
B.
 LO
W
M
S 
Io
w
a 
St
. U
ni
v.
 1
92
6
Am
m
un
iti
on
C.
 E
. V
IE
RS
M
. E
. B
AR
N
ES
RO
BE
RT
 J.
 R
O
BE
L
W
ild
lif
e 
Bi
ol
og
ist
M
an
uf
ac
tu
re
rs
'
C.
 D
. S
TA
LL
IN
G
D.
 S
. K
LU
TE
W
ild
lif
e 
Ec
ol
og
ist
U
ta
h 
St
at
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
In
st
itu
te
 1
92
8 
- 1
93
2.
W
. B
. B
AL
LA
RD
K.
 L.
 P
O
W
EL
L
Ka
ns
as
 S
ta
te
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Ph
D 
Io
w
a 
St
. U
ni
v.
 1
93
9
GE
O
RG
E 
O
. H
EN
DR
IC
KS
O
N
Ch
ai
rm
an
 D
ep
t. 
of
 
R.
 M
. C
AS
E
S.
 D
. H
U
LL
Ph
D 
U
ta
h 
St
. U
ni
v.
 1
96
1
M
S 
Io
w
a 
St
. U
ni
v.
 1
93
7
W
ild
lif
e 
Ec
ol
og
ist
W
ild
lif
e 
M
an
ag
em
en
t
R.
 G
AR
RI
GU
ES
B.
 L.
 H
EN
N
IN
G
M
S 
U
ni
v.
 o
f I
da
ho
 1
95
8
Io
w
a 
St
at
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
U
ni
v.
 o
f W
isc
on
sin
A.
 R
. B
IS
SE
T
K.
 W
. J
O
HN
SO
N
Ph
D 
Io
w
a 
St
. U
ni
v.
 1
92
9
19
33
 - 
19
48
.
T.
 M
. C
LE
M
EN
T,
 JR
D.
 L.
 O
LE
SK
E
M
S 
Io
w
a 
St
. U
ni
v.
 1
92
6
D.
 E
. B
O
W
EN
J. 
P.
 H
U
GH
ES
 
T.
 J.
 B
O
W
M
AN
J. 
J. 
JO
HN
SO
N
PA
U
L D
. D
AL
KE
H.
 M
. W
IG
HT
K.
 E
. S
O
LO
M
O
N
B.
 E
. J
AM
IS
O
N
W
ild
lif
e 
Bi
ol
og
ist
W
ild
lif
e 
Bi
ol
og
ist
G.
 G
. G
ES
EL
L
L.
 A
. M
AD
IS
O
N
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f I
da
ho
Sc
ho
ol
 o
f F
or
es
tr
y 
an
d
D.
 H
. P
LE
TC
HE
R
C.
 A
. H
AG
EN
Ph
D 
U
. M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
34
Co
ns
er
va
tio
n,
 U
ni
v.
 o
f
D.
 S
. H
AR
AK
AL
J. 
C.
 P
IT
M
AN
M
SF
 U
. M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
28
M
ic
hi
ga
n.
S.
 M
. M
ID
DE
N
DO
RF
R.
 T
. K
AZ
M
AI
ER
N
. E
. B
RO
W
N
IN
G
S.
 L.
 B
YE
Fi
gu
re
 3
.
R.
 L.
 M
ED
U
N
A
ac a d e m i c t r e e s  f o r k a n s a s  p ro f e s s o r s         45
   
   
   
   
   
AC
AD
EM
IC
 T
RE
E 
FO
R 
JO
HN
 L
. Z
IM
M
ER
M
AN
; K
AN
SA
S 
ST
AT
E 
U
N
IV
ER
SI
TY
Gr
ad
ua
te
 S
tu
de
nt
s
CH
AR
LE
S 
M
. C
HI
LD
HA
RO
LD
 W
. K
N
O
CH
De
ve
lo
pm
en
ta
l B
io
lo
gi
st
M
S 
19
68
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f C
hi
ca
go
R.
 L
EI
GH
 S
CH
AR
TZ
Ph
D 
Le
ip
zig
 U
ni
v.
 1
89
4
M
S 
19
69
M
S 
W
es
le
ya
n 
U
ni
v.
 1
89
2
G.
W
. B
LA
N
KE
SP
O
O
R
Ph
D 
19
70
HE
N
RY
 C
. C
O
W
LE
S
JA
M
ES
 V
. M
O
RR
IS
O
N
VI
CT
O
R 
E.
 S
HE
LF
O
RD
Pl
an
t E
co
lo
gi
st
M
S 
19
71
S.
 C
HA
RL
ES
 K
EN
DE
IG
H
An
im
al
 E
co
lo
gi
st
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f C
hi
ca
go
TH
O
M
AS
 G
. S
HA
N
E
Av
ia
n 
Ec
ol
og
ist
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f I
lli
no
is
Ph
D 
U
. o
f C
hi
ca
go
 1
89
8
M
S 
19
72
JO
HN
 L
. Z
IM
M
ER
M
AN
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f I
lli
no
is
Ph
D 
U
. o
f C
hi
ca
go
 1
90
7
JO
HN
 L
. T
AT
SC
HL
Av
ia
n 
Ec
ol
og
ist
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 Il
lin
oi
s 1
93
0
CH
AR
LE
S 
O
. W
HI
TM
AN
Ph
D 
19
73
Ka
ns
as
 S
ta
te
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
M
S 
O
be
rli
n 
Co
lle
ge
 1
92
7
Av
ia
n 
M
or
ph
ol
og
ist
PH
IL
LI
P 
F.
 E
LL
IO
TT
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 Il
lin
oi
s 1
96
3
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f C
hi
ca
go
Ph
D 
19
76
M
S 
M
ic
hi
ga
n 
St
. U
. 1
95
9
Ph
D 
Le
ip
zig
 U
ni
v.
 1
87
8
ST
EV
EN
 C
. H
AN
SE
N
AM
 B
ow
do
in
 C
ol
l. 
18
71
M
S 
19
83
EL
M
ER
 J.
 F
IN
CK
RE
U
BE
N
 M
. S
TR
O
N
G
Ph
D 
19
83
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
CL
AU
DI
A 
KA
LE
LY
N
DS
 JO
N
ES
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f C
hi
ca
go
M
S 
19
85
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
Ph
D 
Ha
rv
ar
d 
19
01
GR
EG
 H
. F
AR
LE
Y
O
be
rli
n 
Co
lle
ge
M
S 
19
87
Ph
D 
U
. o
f C
hi
ca
go
 1
90
7
AL
BE
RT
 A
. W
RI
GH
T
FR
ED
 L
. M
IK
ES
EL
L
M
A 
O
be
rli
n 
Co
ll.
 1
89
5
Bi
ol
og
ist
M
S 
19
88
O
be
rli
n 
Co
lle
ge
DE
BO
RA
H 
K.
 B
EU
TL
ER
GE
O
RG
E 
J. 
W
AL
LA
CE
M
S 
19
93
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
FR
AN
K 
N
. B
LA
N
CH
AR
D
AL
EX
AN
DE
R 
G.
 R
U
TH
VE
N
TI
M
O
TH
Y 
H.
 P
AR
KE
R
M
ic
hi
ga
n 
St
at
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Ve
rt
eb
ra
te
 Z
oo
lo
gi
st
He
rp
et
ol
og
ist
M
S 
19
97
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
36
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n
JO
HN
 F
. C
AV
IT
T 
II
M
A 
U
ni
v.
 M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
33
Ph
D 
U
. o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
19
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 M
ic
hi
ga
n 
19
06
Ph
D 
19
97
Fi
gu
re
 4
.
46                         200 y e a r s  o f  k a n s a s  o r n i t h o l o g y
M
S 
Gr
ad
ua
te
s E
SU
AC
AD
EM
IC
 T
RE
E 
FO
R 
EL
Y,
 JO
HN
SO
N
 a
nd
 P
AR
M
EL
EE
FR
AN
CE
S 
GA
N
GE
L 
19
61
M
YR
O
N
 S
CH
W
IN
N
 1
96
4
M
ER
RI
L 
G.
 M
cH
EN
RY
 1
96
5
W
AL
TE
R 
D.
 G
RA
U
L 
19
68
RI
CH
AR
D 
R.
 G
RA
BE
R
CH
AR
LE
S 
W
. C
O
M
ER
 1
96
9
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
55
  
ER
IC
 P
RA
TH
ER
 1
97
0
DA
VI
D 
F.
 P
AR
M
EL
EE
M
S 
Gr
ad
ua
te
s F
HS
U
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
DO
N
AL
D 
K.
 D
AR
N
EL
L 
19
62
Em
po
ria
 S
ta
te
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
M
AX
 H
. S
CH
RO
ED
ER
 1
96
3
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
57
JO
HN
 A
. D
AV
IS
 1
96
4
GE
RA
LD
 D
. L
IN
DS
EY
 1
96
4
JO
HN
 C
. J
O
HN
SO
N
LA
RR
Y 
W
. A
N
TH
O
N
Y 
19
69
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
RI
CH
AR
D 
SC
HR
EI
BE
R 
19
69
Pi
tt
sb
ur
g 
St
at
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
GE
O
RG
E 
M
. S
U
TT
O
N
AR
TH
U
R 
A.
 A
LL
EN
HU
GH
 D
. R
EE
D
LA
RR
Y 
S.
 O
BO
RN
Y 
19
71
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
57
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
Ve
rt
eb
ra
te
 B
io
lo
gi
st
KE
IT
H 
E.
 B
AI
RD
 1
97
4
U
ni
v.
 o
f O
kl
ah
om
a
Co
rn
el
l U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Co
rn
el
l U
ni
ve
rs
ity
RI
CH
AR
D 
A.
 H
IL
L 
19
74
JE
AN
 W
. G
RA
BE
R
Ph
D 
Co
rn
el
l U
ni
v.
 1
93
2
Ph
D 
Co
rn
el
l U
ni
v.
 1
91
1
Ph
D 
Co
rn
el
l U
ni
v.
 1
90
3
JO
HN
 M
. S
CH
U
KM
AN
 1
97
4
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
57
AM
 C
or
ne
ll 
U
ni
v.
 1
90
7
JE
RR
Y 
K.
 W
IL
SO
N
 1
97
4
RO
GE
R 
W
. T
AC
HA
 1
97
5
CH
AR
LE
S 
A.
 E
LY
CR
AI
G 
D.
 W
IN
TE
R 
19
77
O
rn
ith
ol
og
ist
TH
O
M
AS
 L
. F
LO
W
ER
S 
19
79
Fo
rt
 H
ay
s S
ta
te
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
AR
TH
U
R 
G.
 N
O
N
HO
F 
19
80
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
60
TH
O
M
AS
 E
. L
AB
ED
Z 
19
82
M
S 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
57
GU
Y 
W
. E
RN
ST
IN
G 
19
84
M
AR
SH
EL
LE
 E
RN
ST
IN
G 
19
84
M
ER
RI
L 
G.
 M
cH
EN
RY
BE
TT
Y 
L.
 E
LD
ER
 1
98
6
Bi
ol
og
ist
Fi
gu
re
 5
.
M
IC
HA
EL
 W
. D
W
YE
R 
19
87
Co
lle
ge
 o
f M
cP
he
rs
on
 
TI
M
O
TH
Y 
C.
 W
AG
N
ER
 1
98
7
Ph
D 
U
ni
v.
 O
kl
ah
om
a 
19
71
LA
U
RA
 E
. V
IL
LA
SE
N
O
R 
19
88
EU
GE
N
E 
A.
 Y
O
U
N
G 
19
93
    47
Prominent Avian Biologists with 
Undergraduate Roots in Kansas
Walter Boles graduated from Emporia State University in 1974 
and then joined the Australian Museum in Sydney, Australia, 
where he is now a Scientific Officer in Ornithology and Collec-
tion Manager of Birds. In 2000 he received the PhD from the Uni-
versity of New South Wales for his study on the Tertiary avifauna 
of Australia. He was a co-describer of a new species, the Eungella 
Honeyeater, in 1983. Walter is also an Australian representative 
on the International Ornithological Committee.
Clait E. Braun was an Avian Research Manager for the Colo-
rado Division of Wildlife from 1969 through 1999 working with 
species such as the Band-tailed Pigeon and the White-tailed Ptar-
migan. He received his Bachelor’s from Kansas State University, 
MS from the University of Montana and PhD at Colorado State 
University. He was part of the team that named the first new spe-
cies of bird in North America in close to six decades, the Gun-
nison Sage-Grouse (Young et al., 2000). The species was the first 
to be split that had not previously been described as a subspecies. 
He was the president of the Wilson Ornithological Society from 
1985–1987 and is its current journal editor.
Ren Lohoefener, a native Kansan, received his Bachelor’s and 
MS degrees from FHSU and his PhD from Mississippi State Uni-
versity. He joined the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1989 
where he later became Regional Director of the Pacific Region 
based in Portland, Oregon. In 2009 he became the Regional Direc-
tor of the Pacific Southwest Region, headquartered in Sacramento, 
California. He administers the Endangered Species Act, the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act, and manages 51 national wildlife refuges and 
three fish hatcheries. He is a past KOS newsletter editor.
48                         200 y e a r s  o f  k a n s a s  o r n i t h o l o g y
Stan E. Senner received his Bachelor’s degree from Bethel Col-
lege in Newton in 1973 and his MS from the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks in 1977. Since 2009, he has been the Director of Con-
servation Science for Ocean Conservancy. Prior to that, he was the 
Executive Director of the National Audubon Society’s Alaska State 
Office. Earlier he was the Chief Restoration Planner and Science 
Coordinator for the State of Alaska following the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. He was also Executive Director of Hawk Mountain Sanctu-
ary in Pennsylvania and a representative for the Wilderness Soci-
ety. He was employed by the U. S. House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. Still an avid birder, he 
has published numerous papers on the ecology and conservation 
of migratory birds.
Alexander Wetmore, a charter member of KOS, moved 
from Wisconsin to Independence, Kansas and graduated from 
high school there. He attended classes at KU where he was in-
fluenced by Snow and Bunker, and completed his Bachelor’s de-
gree in 1912. He received his MA degree in 1916 and PhD in 1920 
at George Washington University. He was the second ornitholo-
gist after Spencer F. Baird to hold the position of Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution (Oehser 1980).
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Additional Kansas Ornithologists and 
Birders 
Walter S. Colvin graduated from the Osawatomie High School 
in 1895 and started working for the railroad in 1898. He pub-
lished a few bird papers in the Auk, Condor, Osprey and Wilson Bul-
letin. His best article was on the Lesser Prairie-Chicken in Outing 
(1914).
F. F. Crevecoeur has been referred to as Kansas’ greatest nat-
uralist. He made significant contributions in areas such as ento-
mology; however, his contributions to ornithology were fewer in 
number, but far greater than many professionals of his day (Smith 
1931). He published one bird paper (1922) on the Pine Siskin, but 
his contributions on migration dates for Onaga, Kansas, 1904–
1927, were published in numerous articles in early editions of Bird-
Lore by W. W. Cooke and were the most important for the period. 
His nesting bird census records for the years 1914–1920 at Onaga 
were some of the best in the nation (M. T. Cooke 1923). Many ad-
ditional bird observations by Crevecoeur were published posthu-
mously by Goodrich (1932).
Major Leon L. Gardner was stationed at Fort Riley from about 
1926–1927 (Hume 1942). While at the Fort he published several 
papers in The Auk, including one on nesting Great Horned Owls 
(1929).
Richard R. and Jean W. Graber attended Washburn Univer-
sity when they made their significant contribution to the knowl-
edge of southwestern Kansas birds (1951). Richard was originally 
from Kingman, Kansas. They both studied under George M. Sut-
ton at the University of Oklahoma where Richard received his doc-
torate in 1955, and Jean hers in 1957 (Figure 5).
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Pete Janzen is one of the most active birders in the state with 
over 400 species observed and currently has the highest county to-
tal for any county in the state with 339 species observed in Sedg-
wick County. Pete was the second person to have observed 75 spe-
cies in all Kansas counties by July of 2010. He has been very active 
in the Wichita Audubon Society as well as KOS where he has held 
the office of business manager. He was also the south-central Kan-
sas Coordinator for the Breeding Bird Atlas project. His ornitho-
logical endevours have included his excellent monograph of The 
Birds of Sedgwick County and Cheney Reservoir (2007a) and he also 
coauthored The Guide to Kansas Birds and Birding Hot Spots (2008) 
with Bob Gress.
Kenn Kaufman was raised in Wichita and became one of the 
nation’s foremost birders (Janzen 2007a).
Albert J. Kirn was most noted for his studies of birds in Texas 
and Oklahoma. He returned to a family farm periodically in Saline 
County. He published an excellent list on the density of the breed-
ing birds at the farm (1916), and documented one of the most 
northwestern breeding locations of the Painted Bunting in Kan-
sas (1919). 
Sebastian T. Patti was raised on the border of Missouri and 
Kansas where he began birding. He leads the state in most species 
observed with 437, even though he has lived outside Kansas for de-
cades. He has published a number of papers in the KOSB, and the 
Wilson Bulletin. He was the coauthor of A Guide to Bird Finding in 
Kansas and Western Missouri (Zimmerman and Patti 1988).
Rev. P. B. Peabody moved many times during his years as a 
minister reporting on birds from several states including Kansas. 
He spent a number of years in Topeka and Blue Rapids in the 
1920s. His bird observations were primarily published in the Wil-
son Bulletin.
Henry Pelzl was a longtime Kansas ornithologist and oologist. 
Besides taking a Master’s at Washington University, he worked 
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with birds in Belize and at the American Museum of Natural His-
tory. He spent his last years in Kansas. He was an intense field 
man, and when the Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas project came 
along, he jumped in with both feet spending 250 hours in one 
block. He donated an excellent bird egg collection to the KU Nat-
ural History Museum (Janzen 2007b).
Harry L. Rhodes was a naturalist living in Topeka for 48 years. 
He was employed as the Deputy Federal Game Warden of Kan-
sas. He wrote a bird book titled Bird Notes (1932) which was an ac-
cumulation of weekly bird articles published in the Topeka Daily 
Capital newspaper. He was a charter member of KOS.
Stanley D. Roth earned a Master’s degree from ESU and then 
was a Biology teacher at Lawrence High School for four decades, 
receiving a State Teacher of the Year award.  He was noted for 
loading one of the school’s vehicles with high school students and 
spending weeks roaming the entire western end of the Smoky Hill 
River valley studying a variety of animals. His Ferruginous Hawk 
paper from 30 years of nesting studies is the definitive Kansas pa-
per on the species (Roth and Marzluff 1989). After retirement, he 
became an adjunct naturalist for the Kansas Biological Survey in 
Lawrence.
Edna Ruth, Alma Ruth and Ruth Rose were three women 
who were truly ahead of their time in regard to bird watching and 
record keeping. Records from their yard and points in Harvey 
County are extremely valuable for a view of bird life from 1942– 
1970. All three were KOS members, joining in 1951 (Platt 2007).
Marvin D. Schwilling was the most congenial ornithologist the 
state has ever known. He not only was very well respected by bird-
ers and ornithologists, but was also on equal terms with the hunt-
ing and wildlife community. He made a remarkable study of the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken when he first went to work for the Kan-
sas Forestry Fish and Game Commission during the early 1950s 
south of Holcomb, Kansas (1955). In 1962 he became the refuge 
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manager for the Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Management Area. 
He was also the waterfowl project leader through 1976. He then 
moved to Emporia where he became the non-game biologist for 
the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks. He published 44 
papers in the KOS Bulletin (Kuehn 2008). He also published four 
notes in the Wilson Bulletin and the Condor, and he was the 9th pres-
ident of KOS. Other Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 
staff members active in KOS over the years include Roger Apple-
gate, Ken Brunson, Gerald Horak, Helen Hands, Edwin Miller a 
past KOS treasurer, and Mike Rader a past KOS president.
Scott Seltman has been a very active birder in the state. He 
served on the first Kansas Bird Records Committee, served as a 
KOS director, helped organize the first Kansas rare bird alert sys-
tem, and was a KOS newsletter editor introducing the very pop-
ular “Roundup.” He was a Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas Coordina-
tor for southwestern Kansas, and coauthored the excellent Birds of 
the Cimarron National Grassland (Cable and Seltman 2010). Besides 
birding from a tractor seat on his Central Kansas farms, he has re-
cently undertaken extensive bird surveys for potential wind farms.
H. A. Stephens was primarily a botanist who wrote two excel-
lent books on trees and shrubs for Kansas and the Great Plains. He 
received a degree in biology and education from ESU and taught 
school in Atchison for a number of years. During the 1950s he 
was the educator with the Kansas Forestry, Fish and Game Com-
mission, and toured the state with a large, mobile zoo, housed 
in a semi-trailer. He worked with ESU biologists who conducted 
statewide surveys of Great Blue Heron colonies (Andrews and Ste-
phens 1956, Stephens 1980). He was a research assistant for Da-
vid Parmelee at ESU, working on ravens and shorebirds (Parmelee, 
Schwilling and Stephens 1969a, 1969b). 
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Birding and Additional Kansas 
Ornithological Endeavors
Audubon Society of Kansas, the Kansas State Bird,  
and the Christmas Bird Count
Kansas was granted a charter in the Audubon Society in Octo-
ber of 1908, the first bird society for the state (Aaron 1925). The 
first Kansan to hold a national Audubon office was Professor D. E. 
Lantz of Chapman, in 1900, who served as a member of the Advi-
sory Council (Chapman 1900).  A significant part of the Society’s 
mission has been education, and the Audubon Screen Tours (first 
begun in 1943), have contributed greatly to this endeavor. The 
1958–1959 brochure for the Society’s Wichita chapter mentions 
movie presentations by Arthur A. Allen, Roger T. Peterson, and 
Olin S. Pettingill, who was a charter member of KOS. Currently, 
there are seven Audubon chapters in Kansas with Ron Klataske 
serving as Executive Director for Audubon of Kansas. With the 
sponsorship of the Audubon Society of Kansas and the support of 
the State Superintendent, Jess Milley, 121,191 students  across Kan-
sas voted in January of 1925 to name the Western Meadowlark as 
the state bird of Kansas (Aaron 1925) (Janzen 2007a). The Audu-
bon Christmas Bird Count has been the oldest annual event in 
Kansas as well as the nation. Alexander Wetmore, a charter mem-
ber of KOS, initiated the first Kansas CBC in 1904 at Indepen-
dence (LaShelle and Shane 2000). The oldest, continually running 
CBC was started in 1943 at Baldwin City sponsored by the Bald-
win Bird Club. The Manhattan CBC was started in 1949 (Shane 
1998). An analysis of the first 23 years of CBCs published in the 
KOSB was made by Robins and Worthen (1973).
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Bird Artists of Kansas
Dan L. Kilby, a longtime resident of Wichita, started his bird 
painting as a young man at Cornell University in the fifties. While 
at Cornell he became lifelong friend of Arthur and Elsa Allen. He 
has published much of his art in American Birding Association 
publications such as Birding, Winging It and the Great Plains Na-
ture Center pocket guide series. Most recently, he published the 
bulk of the drawings for the Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas by Busby 
and Zimmerman (2001). He has donated much art to KOS for its 
periodic T-shirt fundraiser and other projects.  
Robert M. Mengel was painting and drawing as a young man, 
and was strongly influenced by George M. Sutton while both were 
at Cornell (Peck 1991). His art was published in Ralph S. Palm-
er’s five volumes of the Handbook of North American Birds, in his 
own monograph, Birds of Kentucky (1965), and more recently, in 
the Guide to Bird Finding in Kansas and Western Missouri by Zimmer-
man and Patti (1988) and the Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas by Busby 
and Zimmerman (2001). 
David F. Parmelee’s art was also strongly influenced by George 
M. Sutton while he was a graduate student at the Universities of 
Michigan and Oklahoma. He illustrated his own books on Ant-
arctic birds, Bird Island in the Antarctic Waters (1980), and Antarc-
tic Birds: An Ecological and Behavioral Approach (1992), as well as for 
several papers on Cheyenne Bottoms birds (Parmelee, Schwilling, 
and Stephens 1969a, 1969b). 
Robert W. Regier is a painter-printmaker who graduated from 
Bethel College with a BA in 1952, then received his MFA in 1965 
from the University of Illinois. He taught art and became profes-
sor and chair of the Art Department at Bethel College in 1965. He 
has made numerous exhibitions of his paintings and prints, usu-
ally abstract images derived from nature. His work is represented 
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in the collections of DeCordova Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Lincoln, Massachusetts; Wichita Art Museum; Fort Hays State 
University; and Bethel College. After 1984, he became responsi-
ble for exhibition design at Kauffman Museum, North Newton, 
Kansas. Birds are one of his subjects and he plans some art for the 
KOS T-shirt fundraiser. 
Orville O. Rice was a longtime architect in Topeka. He was a 
past president and treasurer of KOS and was also a president of 
the Topeka Audubon Society. He illustrated a booklet by L.B. Car-
son, also of Topeka titled Introduction to Our Bird Friends (Carson 
1959) with numerous pen and ink drawings along with two excel-
lent paintings. He also painted five plates for New Mexico Birds and 
Where to Find Them, by J. Stokley Ligon (1961). One of Rice’s finest 
paintings is the Bullock’s Oriole pair at the nest. His art was also 
published in the Cornell University journal, Living Bird. His pen 
and ink drawings are still used on the stationery of the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology. 
Margaret Whittemore of Topeka was the daughter of the Di-
rector of Art at Washburn University, L.D. Whittemore, and fol-
lowed in her father’s footsteps. She illustrated many publications, 
including two on birds: Bird Notes, by Harry L. Rhodes (1932) and 
the Birds in Kansas edition by Arthur L. Goodrich (1946).
Bird Banding
Frederick C. Lincoln joined the U.S. Biological Survey in 1920 
and was placed in charge of organizing the Banding Office. He re-
cruited many banders across the country. Frank Robl, a KOS charter 
member, of Ellinwood was one of the earliest banders in the state 
starting in 1923. He primarily banded ducks, which produced a 
high recovery rate from Alaska to Honduras (1928). The back of his 
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business card read, “Plant a Tree – Grow a Bush – Build a Pond – 
Kill a Cat – Save a Duck, Frank W. Robl, ‘The Duck Man’” (Schwill-
ing 1976). Other early active banding stations include those oper-
ated by Ted Sperry of Pittsburg, Edna Stevens of Blue Rapids, W.N. 
Wilkins, and Mrs. Neil Detrich of Chapman, and William Bre-
cheisen of Welda. Preston F. Osborn of Lakin was listed as band-
ing 1,711 birds in 1941 in a banding report published in the July 
1942 issue of Bird-Banding. The largest group of banders was at Bald-
win City: Amelia Betts, a charter member and secretary of KOS (Kel-
ley 1985), Ivan and Margaret Boyd, Roger Boyd a vice-president of 
the Western Bird Banding Association, Calvin Cink, and Katharine 
Kelley (1981), all members of the Baldwin Bird Club. 
Additional active banders and IBBA members in recent de-
cades include Wallace Champeny of Oxford; Max Thompson of 
Winfield; Ed Martinez of Great Bend (1979); Tom Flowers of 
Meade (1995); Charles Ely (1971), a vice president of the Inland 
Bird Banding Association, whose banding station was reestab-
lished by Greg Farley in Hays; Mary Louise and Jim Myers of Shaw-
nee; W. P. Conway, Steve Den, Stephen Fretwell, Herschel T. Gier, 
Dave Rintoul, and John Zimmerman from Manhattan; Jean Schul-
enberg of Admire, was a vice president of the Inland Bird Banding 
Association; L. B. Carson of Topeka; Dwight Platt of North New-
ton; Arthur Nonhof and Thomas Shane of Garden City, C. W. 
Comer, and David Parmelee at Emporia, and Jerome Jackson, R. 
F. Johnston and Robert Mengel at Lawrence.
The Birds of North America, Bent’s Series,  
and Palmer’s Volumes.
The AOU, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology and the Acad-
emy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, initiated a new life his-
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tory series entitled The Birds of North America (BNA) at the end of 
the 20th Century. The participation by Kansans and former Kan-
sans was exceptional. The majority of the authors completed one 
or two species accounts. One former KU student, Peter Lowther 
of the Field Museum in Chicago, authored or coauthored 33 spe-
cies accounts, an extraordinary accomplishment. No other author 
in North America came within a third of that number. Current 
and former Kansas students and professors who authored BNA 
species accounts include Alan D. Afton, #338 Lesser Scaup; Cyn-
thia A. Annett, #174 Western Gull; Jon C. Barlow, #447 Gray 
Vireo, and #560 Eurasian Tree Sparrow; Tim M. Bergin, #227 
Western Kingbird; Daniel E. Bowen, #580 Upland Sandpiper; 
Clait E. Braun, #425 Sage Grouse, #530 Band-tailed Pigeon, and 
#68 White-tailed Ptarmigan; Douglas Siegel-Causey, #617 Red-
faced Cormorant, and #522 Anhinga; Calvin L. Cink, #12 House 
Sparrow, #646 Chimney Swift, and #620 Whip-poor-will; John F. 
Cavitt, #557 Brown Thrasher; Scott T. Crocoll, #107 Red-shoul-
dered Hawk, and #218 Broad-winged Hawk; Greg H. Farley, #486 
Rock Wren; Sandra L. L. Gaunt, #689 Chestnut-backed Chicka-
dee; Thomas P. Good, #124 Herring Gull, and #330 Great Black-
backed Gull; Jerome A. Jackson, #517 Killdeer, #668 Gray King-
bird, #290 Least Tern, #613 Downy Woodpecker, #702 Hairy 
Woodpecker, #711 Ivory-billed Woodpecker, #148 Pileated Wood-
pecker, and #85 Red-cockaded Woodpecker; R. Roy Johnson, 
#264 Canyon Towhee, #318 Lucy’s Warbler, #357 Elegant Trogan, 
#474 Strickland’s Woodpecker, #529 Zone-tailed Hawk, # 632 Cal-
ifornia Towhee, and #652 Gray Hawk; Richard F. Johnston, #13 
Rock Dove; E. Dale Kennedy and Douglas W. White, #315 Be-
wick’s Wren; Gerald D. Lindsey, #360 Amakihi, and #679 Palila; 
Peter E. Lowther, #398 Painted Bunting, #144 Bonzed Cowbird, 
#47 Brown-headed Cowbird, #399 Shiny Cowbird, #633 Reddish 
Egret, #466 Alder Flycatcher, #556 Cordilleran Flycatcher and Pa-
cific-slope Flycatcher, #475 Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, #566 Yel-
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low-bellied Flycatcher, #604 Thick-billed Kingbird, #644 Red-
billed Pigeon, #709 Atlantic Puffin, #543 Common Redpoll, #544 
Hoary Redpoll, #663 Red-breasted Sapsucker and Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, #638 Baird’s Sparrow, #12 House Sparrow, #224 Le 
Conte’s Sparrow, #422 Rufous-winged Sparrow, #676 Black Swift, 
#595 Forster’s Tern, #591 Gray-cheeked Thrush, #590 Arctic War-
bler, #319 Black-throated Gray Warbler, #310 Olive Warbler, #454 
Yellow Warbler, #579 Willet, #565 Ladder-backed Woodpecker, 
#555 Nuttall’s Woodpecker, and #486 Rock Wren; Michael T. 
Murphy, #253 Eastern Kingbird; Christopher J. Norment, #352 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, and #64 Harris’s Sparrow; James W. 
Parker, #402 Mississippi Kite; David F. Parmelee, #10 Snowy 
Owl, and #329 White-rumped Sandpiper; A. Townsend Peterson, 
#712 Western Scrub-Jay; Raymond J. Pierotti, #124 Herring Gull, 
and #174 Western Gull; James D. Rising, #691 Audubon’s Oriole, 
#384 Baltimore Oriole, #416 Bullock’s Oriole, #45 Savannah Spar-
row, #112 Sharp-tailed Sparrow, and #451 Western Wood-Pewee; 
Mark B. Robbins, #439 Sprague’s Pipit; Christopher M. Rogers, 
#716 Dark-eyed Junco; Frank C. Rohwer, #625 Blue-winged Teal; 
Ronald A. Ryder, #130 White-faced Ibis; Gary D. Schnell, #532 
Gila Woodpecker; Stan E. Senner, #218 Broad-winged Hawk, and 
#266 Surfbird; John M. Schukman, #374 Say’s Phoebe; Thomas 
G. Shane, #542 Lark Bunting; Thomas C. Tacha, #31 Sandhill 
Crane; Paul A. Vohs, #31 Sandhill Crane; Kimberly A. With, 
#96 McCown’s Longspur; and Glen E. Woolfenden, #469 Blue 
Jay, #228 Florida Scrub-Jay, and #665 Sooty Tern (The Birds of 
North America 2002).  
Five Kansans or former Kansans authored accounts for the 
Bent’s Life History Series completed in 1968. Jean M. Lins-
dale contributed the section on the Green-backed Goldfinch 
and the Lawrence’s Goldfinch and Jean W. Graber the Western 
Henslow’s Sparrow. Richard F. Johnston authored the accounts 
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on: San Clemente Towhee, Cape Colnett Towhee, Guadalupe 
Towhee, Large-billed Towhee, Coastal Savannah Sparrow and the 
San Francisco Bay marsh subspecies for the Song Sparrow; David 
F. Parmelee the Snow Bunting; and Glen E. Woolfenden the 
Northern Seaside Sparrow. The latter three authors not only par-
ticipated in the Bent series, but also authored various accounts 
for the recent BNA project.   
Ralph S. Palmer initiated an excellent series of species accounts 
titled Handbook of North American Birds, but was only able to com-
plete five volumes. Two former Kansans who contributed to BNA 
also wrote species accounts for Palmer; Jerome A. Jackson au-
thored the section on the Turkey Vulture, and James W. Parker 
the Mississippi Kite. 
Kansas Ornithological Society
KOS was founded in 1949 (M. F. Boyd 1974) by a group of 
professors and businessmen including C. G. Sibley (Johnsgard 
1998), Ivan L. Boyd (Boyd 1986), L. B. Carson, past president 
and treasurer (Rice 1968), Harold C. Hedges, past president, 
(Cooper 2005), Arthur. L. Goodrich (Shane and Lewis 1998), 
Raymond F. Miller (I. L. Boyd 1974), and E. M. Nuss (Thomp-
son 1998). KOS has become one of the more successful state soci-
eties in the central United States. Its energetic and devoted mem-
bers have played an important part in a steadily growing state bird 
list, in the completion of hundreds of Christmas Bird Counts, in 
the completion of the Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas project, and in 
the continuation of the Breeding Bird Survey in Kansas. The soci-
ety’s newsletter, The Horned Lark, with the effort of Cheryl Miller, 
its current editor, in recent times has become an award-winning 
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publication, (http://www.ksbirds.org/kos/HOLA_archive.html). 
The very popular “Roundup” has been published in the newslet-
ter for more than 20 years. It is a report of the noteworthy birds 
seen in each county for a particular season. It was first initiated by 
Scott Seltman in the September 1987 issue, and has been carried 
on by 5 other compilers: Chuck Otte, Chris Hobbs, Pete Janzen, 
Lloyd Moore and Mark Corder. Many excellent papers and notes 
have been published by birders, professors and students in the 
KOS Bulletin for sixty years along with the annual “Winter Bird 
Count,” an extension of the Audubon Christmas Bird Count. It 
also publishes an annual report of the Kansas Bird Records Com-
mittee, (http://www.ksbirds.org/kos/bulletin/Bulletin.htm).
Additional KOS officers previously not mentioned in the text 
of the history include, President: J. Walker Butin, Elizabeth Cole, 
the first KOS woman president, Celia White Markum, the sec-
ond woman president, Steve Burr, Jim Mayhew, Roy Beckemeyer 
who was also an editor for the TKAS, and Nancy Leo the fourth 
woman president; Vice-president: John M. Porter (see Baker 
1955), David Bryan, and Marvin Kuehn; all Secretary positions: 
E. K. Beals, Carl Holmes, Joan Challans, Ruth Fauhl, Charles 
Franklin, Sondra Williamson, Karen Ganoung, Gregg Friesen, 
Ruth Broderson, Jane Hershberger, Diane Seltman, Margaret 
Wedge, Susan Barnes, Mike Stewart, Mark Land, and Patty Mar-
lett; Treasurer: Wilson Dingus, Rose Fritz, Gregg Friesen, Dan 
Larson, and Terry Mannell; Business Manager: James Barnes, 
Dave Williams, and Lisa Weeks; and Bulletin Editor: John W. 
Hardy. See M. Boyd (1974) for a complete list of officer and di-
rectors for the first 25 years and the KOS website for the recent 
years, (http://www.ksbirds.org/kos/KOS%20Officers,_1975_to_
present.htm).
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Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas and Breeding Bird Survey
The Breeding Bird Survey in Kansas started on schedule with 
the other midwestern states in 1967. John L. Zimmerman was 
the first coordinator, who was followed by William H. Busby af-
ter Zimmerman’s retirement from KSU. Kansas has maintained an 
above average rate of completion for the established routes for this 
extremely important North American project (Zimmerman 1978).
The Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas project began with sugges-
tions from a few birders around Kansas who were familiar with 
atlas projects in other states. John L. Zimmerman and William 
H. Busby became the project leaders, and a meeting of all re-
gional volunteers and other participants was held at the 1992 an-
nual KOS meeting in Emporia. That summer dozens of birders 
hit the field surveying 5 km by 5 km blocks looking for evidence 
of nesting birds. The project was carried out over six years (1992–
1997).  Results of the atlas were published in 2001 by Busby and 
Zimmerman.
Regional coordinators for the atlas project included: Richard 
Rucker for the northeast, Mick McHugh, KOS past president, in 
the east-central, John Zimmerman for the southeast, Mike Rader 
in the north-central, Pete Janzen in the south-central, Scott Selt-
man for the southwest, and Sara and Thomas Shane for the 
northwest. 
National and Regional Meetings Held in Kansas
The 82nd Stated Meeting of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union was held at KU in 1964 with the Local Committee chaired 
by Richard F. Johnston. The 1972 meeting of the Inland Bird 
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Banding Association was held at Fort Hays State University and 
chaired by Charles A. Ely. The 102nd Stated Meeting of the AOU 
was held at KU in 1984 and the Local Committee was chaired by 
Marion A. Jenkinson. The 1997 meeting of the Wilson Ornitho-
logical Society was held at Kansas State University with the Local 
Committee chaired by John L. Zimmerman.
County Publications 
A few county lists were published as early as the late 19th Cen-
tury: Riley County (Blachly 1879–80), and Finney County (Menke 
1894). County studies published in the early 20th Century include 
Dickinson County (Lantz 1901), Sedgwick County (Isely 1912), 
Douglas County (Linsdale and Hall 1927), Rooks County (Imler 
1936), and Lyon County (Downs and Breukelman 1941). 
Since the publication of Ely’s definitive list of Ellis County 
birds (1971), there have been several  additional county pub-
lications:  Cowley and Sumner counties (Seibel 1978), Meade 
County (Flowers 1995), Sedgwick County (Janzen 2007a), Chey-
enne Bottoms with Barton County (Penner 2009), and Morton 
County, a 2nd edition (Cable and Seltman 2010). Penner’s publi-
cation is the only one that conveys the magnitude of the shore-
bird populations migrating through Kansas, hence the impor-
tance of the central Kansas marshes. For an extensive history of 
the Cheyenne Bottoms area, see Zimmerman (1990) and Harvey 
(2001, 2005, and 2009). The above publications on Ellis, Meade, 
Morton and Sedgwick counties contain some excellent ornitho-
logical histories. 
b i r d i n g a n d a d d i t i o n a l e n d e avo r s         63
State and Regional Publications
The major published ornithological works covering Kansas are 
Snow (1872 through 1903), for a complete list and review of the 
five Kansas bird lists by Snow, see Allen (1903). Additional pub-
lications include those by Goss (1883, 1886, 1891), Lantz (1899), 
Eyer (1900), Bunker (1913), Long (1940), Goodrich (1946), 
Tordoff (1956), Johnston (1960b, 1965), and Thompson and Ely 
(1989, 1992).  The publications by Lantz (1899), and Thompson 
and Ely (1989) contain very useful material on Kansas ornitholog-
ical history.
Several excellent popular Kansas bird books were recently pub-
lished including Tekiela (2001), Cable, Seltman, and Kagume 
(2007), and Gress and Janzen (2008). Several of the many short 
popular publications on Kansas birds include those by Carson 
(1959) and Schwilling (1996). 
Some additional bird lists and studies from regions in Kansas 
including reports on migration are: Lantz, Manhattan area (1896); 
Wetmore, Eastern Kansas (1909); Douthitt, Kansas (1918–1919); 
Harris, Douglas and Johnson county areas (1919); Hilton, Fort 
Leavenworth (1920); Nininger, Central Kansas (1927); Linsdale, 
Southwestern Kansas (1927); Rhodes, Central and Eastern Kan-
sas (1932); Hall, Southeastern Kansas (1935); Long, Western Kan-
sas (1935); Miller and Boyd, East-central Kansas (1947); Brumwell, 
Fort Leavenworth (1951); Porter, North-central Kansas (1951); 
Holmes, Cadillac Lake, Sedgwick County (1958); Zimmerman, 
Cheyenne Bottoms (1990), and Konza Prairie (1993).
Some regional and state works primarily on breeding birds in-
clude: Tiemeier, Rawlins County (1938); Wells, Anderson County 
(1940); Cross, north-central Kansas (1952); Mosby and Lynn, 
waterbirds for entire state (1956); Wolfe, Decatur County (1961); 
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Zuvanich and McHenry, waterbirds for entire state (1964); John-
ston, entire state (1964), Rising, Cherokee County (1965); Rising, 
western Kansas (1974); Platt, Sand Prairie Natural History Reserva-
tion, Harvey County (1975); and Herbert, sandsage prairie, Finney 
County (1986). More recently the first state breeding bird atlas was 
published by Busby and Zimmerman (2001).
Works on the Great Plains covering Kansas include: Johnsgard, 
breeding birds (1979), and prairie birds (2001); Jennings, Cable 
and Barrows, which covers all species except rare birds (2005); Fel-
lows and Gress, shorebirds (2006); and Johnsgard and Shane, win-
tering birds (2009).
The Kansas Bird Listserv
The Kansas Bird Listserv, an online group was co-founded in 
March 1996 by Gerry Reeck and Chuck Otte, a past Kansas Bird 
Records Committee secretary, KOS Newsletter Editor, and KOS 
President, through the computer facilities at KSU. Dave Rintoul 
came on board a little over a year later. The KSBIRD-L list receives 
about 3,000 posts per year. The list allows subscribers immedi-
ate access to information on rare birds, bird activities and many 
other events. The arrivals of various species can often be compared 
over a few days, motivating others to add to the event. This allows 
for a current picture compared to previous decades when newslet-
ters did not arrive with information until months later. Otte and 
Rintoul are also co-listowners (along with Laurie Larson of Princ-
eton University) for the global bird list, BirdChat, founded at the 
University of Arizona by Chuck Williamson in 1991.
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State Listing
A small group of birders has reached the milestone of observ-
ing 400 species of birds in Kansas. Those to date include Sebas-
tian Patti with the lead at 437, Scott Seltman at 435, Mike Rader 
and Mark Corder with 431 each, Galen Pittman 430, JoAnn 
Garrett, and Ted Cable each with 425, Mick McHugh 424, Pete 
Janzen 420, Don Vannoy, a past KOS newsletter editor had 
419, Lloyd Moore 407, Chris Hobbs 404, Max Thompson 402, 
Matt Gearheart 401, and David Seibel with 400. Most of these 
dedicated birders invested three to five decades to achieve this 
accomplishment.
County Listing and the County Checklist Program
The need for county records of all species and the collection 
of those data were first initiated by Charles Ely. The results were 
often published in the KOSN. Well-traveled people like Marvin 
Schwilling kept such records but often for different purposes. 
Gene Lewis, a past KOS treasurer, and Eulalia Lewis spent many 
of their summer vacations looking for evidence of nesting birds in 
chosen counties; those records were often listed in the KOSN such 
as their summer in Mitchell County (Lewis and Lewis 1976). In 
the early 1990s, a few Kansas birders such as Scott Seltman were 
some of the first to start keeping checklists for each of the 105 
counties. This new method of birding called County Listing has 
become very popular with many Kansas birders. Lisa Edwards, in 
December of 1999, began making monthly updates of the stand-
ings of all the “ticks” made by the County Listers. This report is 
now carried on by Mark Land. The first person to record 75 spe-
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cies in all counties was Henry Armknecht on 29 May 2005, and 
was first again to record 100 species in all 105 counties on 2 May 
2009. Pete Janzen was the second person to have observed 75 spe-
cies in all Kansas counties by July of 2010. Birders with more than 
10,000 total ticks include Henry Armknecht, Pete Janzen, Matt 
Gearheart, Mike Rader, Kevin Groeneweg, and Scott Seltman as 
of December 2010.
Only a few birders have observed more than 300 species in 
a given county including Max Thompson with 301 for Cowley 
County, and Galen Pittman has 303 in Douglas County. Scott 
Seltman has 308, Mike Rader with 308 and Sebastian Patti with 
331 species in Morton County, and John Northrup has observed 
304 and Pete Janzen 339 species as of January 2010 for Sedgwick 
County. 
Chuck Otte began the County Checklist Program in 1999 by 
recording new birds for all counties as discovered by the county 
listers and others. As of December 2009, there were 13 counties 
with fewer than 200 recorded species and 20 with more than 300 
species. Sedgwick County leads with 380 species.
Big Days
 In recent decades various birding teams have hit the field in 
an attempt to identify and record as many species as possible dur-
ing a 24-hour period (midnight to midnight), with additional rules 
set by the American Birding Association. Big Days are run in all 
months, and teams most often consist of two to four observers. 
May is the golden month when the greatest efforts are made.  The 
first official attempt in Kansas was made on 11 May 1984 by Chris 
Hobbs and Mick McHugh with an exceptional list of 172 spe-
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cies. On 12 May 1991 a team composed of Chris Hobbs, Mick 
McHugh, Sebastian Patti, and Galen Pittman was able to reach 
the 200 species mark for the first time. The premier Big Day oc-
curred on 13 May 2002 when Mark Robbins, Roger McNeill, and 
Mike Rader located 225 species in 24 hours of nonstop birding. 
This was an amazing feat in that it tied New Jersey for an all time 
3rd place, topped by Texas and California with the advantage of 
oceans (Rader 2002).
Big Years
National Big Years have been attempted by numerous North 
American birders including Wichita’s Kenn Kaufman who re-
corded 671 species in 1973. Big Years involve a yearlong attempt 
to find as many birds in North America as they can from Jan-
uary through December. Several Kansas birders have attempted 
some very successful Big Years within the borders of Kansas. 
Scott Seltman was the first person to break 300 species in a Kan-
sas Big Year with a total of 301 in 1985. In 1990, Galen L. Pitt-
man (1991) completed a Kansas Big year with 327 species. Mike 
Rader (1999) recorded 339 species in 1998 and Chet Gresham 
(2001a, 2001b) reached a total of 358 species in 2000. The totals 
are not comparable due to the splitting done by the AOU Check-
list Committee.
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Conclusions
I am certain no one outside the field of history ever plans to do 
historical research. However, it is one of those topics that reaches 
out and grabs a person.  After seeing the academic tree prepared 
for Grinnell and Miller (Pitelka 1993), I became slightly interested 
and decided to prepare an academic tree for John L. Zimmerman, 
his students and academic ancestors. This was done for Zimmer-
man’s retirement luncheon with current and former graduate stu-
dents held at the 1997 Wilson Ornithological Society meeting at 
KSU. After Richard F. Johnston published an extensive amount of 
history on KU ornithology in 1995, I thought a project of this size 
would be feasible. With Johnston’s excellent foundation on KU, 
my exposure to KSU while working on two degrees, my access to 
faculty and students from FHSU and ESU at KOS annual meet-
ings, I had enough facts to get started. Dr. Johnston laid one side 
of this historical foundation, and I hope I have now completed the 
other sides. The Kansas ornithological community will be able to 
publish or report additional historical details that will be discov-
ered and compiled for future histories. 
If a suggestion for future historical research on the study of 
birds in Kansas is needed, the first should be the ornithologists 
and bird studies of the first half of the 20th Century. This topic 
would be great for an undergraduate project. It was my intent to 
primarily compile the published literature. Hence, the history of 
the first half of the 20th Century is not complete, nor has it been 
in other histories. The electronic library cataloging systems of each 
university provided a giant step forward. Hopefully, the electronic 
indexing will improve over the next few decades. I would appre-
ciate any additional information on overlooked people or topics 
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omitted in case I, or someone else, might write a future supple-
ment on this amazing state, so lightly populated yet one that has 
accomplished so much in the study of birds during its first 200 
years.
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